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The Preface tothe Reader. 


HE occaſion of theſe few ſheets was this: 
be deep ſenſe and apprehenſion of my 


- X5 
4 \ j 
# 
p W 
0 
- % 


ſpirit towards theſe ſeduced people in ge- 
= nerall, and ſome of my dear friends in 
2 that are drawn aſide and entangled in theſe 
k Diabolicall ſnares, hath moved my bowels to 
teh upon this, as a fit expedicnt to reduce them 
om that ſad temptation, and way of wandering, 
themſelves are ſo inſenſible of. Theſe Queries | firſt de- 
livered to my friends, and I deſired that they would get 
them anſwered by the ableſt they could of that perſwa- 
ſion. At laſt I received an anſwer from William Duesbu- 
then priſoner at Northampton; which Anſwer was 
o ebſcure, deceitfull, and contuled, that I was con- 
ſtrained in my Reply to urge him earneſtly to An- 
ſwer directly to the Queſtion, with ſeverall Queries 
to underſtand his ſenſe; which aceordingly himſelf, 
and Thomas Stubs, and Fobn Whitehead, have an- 
ſwered more directly, and ſubſcribed their hands. 

I have in this given you the ſubſtance of theirs, 
as faithfully as I was able to underſtand their ſenſe, 
and have not in the leaſt wittingly miſtaken them. 
And however they are apt to accuſe me of flinder- 
ing them in things that are too groſſe in plainneſſe of 
words to publiſh to the world, they judging their 
novices, and all others beſides themſelves uncapable 
to receive ſome of their principles as yet, and 
therefore they ſtudy how to darken their ſenſe by 
ſubtill glozing, 9 expreſſions and ſhuffles, 
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To the Reader. 


yet their damnable hereſies are apparent to the intel- 
ligent, and impartiall, ober Chriſtian And I ſhall 
deſire of them to deal ro otherwiſe by me, then I have 
dealt with them : what I have charged them withall 
is upon ſuch rationall grounds, that I am ſure them- 
ſelves are convinced in the ſecrets of their hearts, 
that I lie not; and for them to reproach me with that 
they cannot in conſcience, with any colour of reaſon 
make good, will moſt refſect upon their own heads, 
and be a ſhame to themſelves and cauſe by ſaying 
and unſaying, to evade what is juſtly charged upon 
them. Truth is invincible, and ought to be publiſh- 
ed, it ſeeks no corners, nor minds any — bur 
is entire of it ſelf, and will ſt nd, when all the ima- 
inations and inventions of the dark mind of man 
l be ſcattered and brought to nothing. They fre. 
quently judge men by the light which gave forth the 
Scriptures, even while they are oppoſing the Autho- 
rity of Scriptures, as =_ are the only rule of 
knowing the true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he 
hath ſent, and howto belicve-in him, and live in all 
Chriſtian obedience u;ro him. If tl.eyjudge of men and 
error by the ſame light that gave forth the Scriptures, 
why do they cenſure me for bur pleading the Aut ho- 
rity of Scriptures to be a perfect Rule of faith and 
obedience ? Is the light of the Spirit of God contrary 
to the light ot his own Inſpirations? Are the Inſpira- 
tions of God upon Divine record, to be rejected, as 
uſeleſſe and faliible, becauſe they croſſe the inſtigia- 
tions of ignorant man, who is all his liſe long ſubject 
to error? Are they ſo drunk with deluſion and impu- 
dence, that they will rather charge the Scriptures with 
deceit, then queſtion their own deceitſull hearts > 
Can 
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"Can they be more ſure that the Iaſtigations in their 


own hearts are from God, rather then the Inſpirati- 
ons of God in the Scriptures? We may be ſure that. 
the Scriptures are of God, and writ for out learning, 
Rom. I. 5. But neither we ror themſelves can be ſure 
that: their Revelations pretended to are of God, and 
given for our learning, comfort, and hope, unleſſe 
they were confirmed by the ſame unquoſtionable Au- 
thority. that the dcriptures are. And for them to 
lead an infallible rule within, and yet to be urging a 
Rule without from the Scripture, is moſt - abſurd: if 
the Spirit be the Rule as they affirme, why: do they 
not ſtick to that rule? hath the Rule ot the Spirit need 
of the teſtimony of the leiter, to prove it by? What. 
proof can be given to prove that which is the higheſt 
proof and rule it ſelf? How many things do they pre- 
tend Scripture for, while at the ſame time they will de- 
ny and queſtion the moſt things that the Scriptures 
plainly teach? Les them tell us what they belicve and 
practiic from the teaching and obligation of Scrip- 
tures; if they ſtand obliged to nothing that the Scrip- 
tures teach, why do they quote it, and ſpeał in T 
language thereof? As it they were tor it, when they 
arc not, which is rank hypocuifie, and done of purpoſe 
to deceive: If they judge themſelves obliged to ſome 
things which the Scriptures teach, becaute God hath 
taught them therein, why do they not then believe, 
and do all that the Lord teacheth in them, upon the 
ſame reaſon and account? But if any men in the world 
are without the true light of God, thoſe men are that 
ſpeak rot according to the Law and Divine Teſtimo- 
ny of Scriptures, 1ſa, 8. 20. If any ſpeak not-:c» 
cording to this word, * is becauſe there is no light 
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in them, their light is involved in datkneſſe, their 
wiſdome in folly, ſo ſaith the Pr Fee 2 jars 
10. Ve have rejected the word of the Lord, and what 
wiſdome is there in your: Were not this verified u 
theſe men, would they boaſt that they arc as pri 
as Chriſt that dyed at Feruſalem, and ſay, that he that 
truſts in Chriſt that dyed at Fersſalem, for ſalvation, 
ſhall be deceived z and reproach his Inſtitutions, and 
holy Ordinances, with the dium of mens Traditions, 
outward obſervations, inconſiſtent with Gods King - 
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dome, and compare them to Nebac hadue s 
Idol? would they ſetup a light and power in b 
impotent nature, corrupted, ſufficient to lead out of 
darkneſſe to eternall life, without the uſe and know- 
ledge of Scriptures £ would they forme a Chriſt in 
their minds, that is in all men, without perſon, na- 
tures, offices? would pun hay > God and man in- 
to one, denying God to be diſtin from his Saints? 
would they renounceall their former teachings, and 
ractices, received from -the Lord, by the means of 
Land and ordinances, and wholly follow the ĩima- 
ginations of a ſtrong deluded heart, &c. I beſeech 
you dear friends conſider, are not ſuch things as theſe 
evident expreſſes of dark deluded minds, that have 
forſaken the right way, and are entangled as you ſee. 
Let me entreat your patience and diligence ſeriouſly 
to read theſe few ſheets, without prejudice and con- 
— the Lord knowes what diligence and tender- 
neſſe of bowels I have had to prepare this for you, and 
ſome others, to prevent and reduce from theſe dange- 
rous ſnares, which I am more ſenſible of, and affect- 
ed with, then any temptation (common to man) that 
ever IL heard of before: It's carryed on with ** my- 
crious 
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To the Reader, 


—_— n.. II" 


ſterious wi that poor ſouls are furprized and taken 


in the net with great content, and the more they are 
ſurprized, the better pleaſed, and readier to embrace 
whatever is ſuggeſted, and rarely do any return from 
this —— cred — — Chriſti- 
ans e. But l enlarged my ſelf, and opened 
heart to my friends of — this Tract, and 
I hope it will not be an offence unto them; if it be, ic 
was hoped and intended otherwiſe, I am confident 
r — 
alt it t way, which for t 
you groundlefly adore. 2 5 55 2 
As for thoſe perſons that have anſwered me, who 
have charged me with bringing forth NMany lies, and 
ſlanders, and have made @ noyie there, as it I were 
fome carnall lying —— what I 
write: thoſe that ate ſober, and of judgement may 
eaſily conceive by my Queſlions and Replies,what lies 


I have brought „and what lies thoſe are t 
charge me with, even ſueh that the holy Scriptures 
witneſſe to be the will und truth of. God z*and as for 


any perſonall Hye, why have they not made the diſco- 
very? Thettifelyves cannot but be ſenſible that they 
have accuſed me of ſlandets in things that themſelves 
have publiſhed, which I did not know Sf until} after- 
wards by their own Books. But let mit defire yqu in 
your returns to anſwer to the main ſtrength thar is 
againſt you, ſoberly, and with as great a ſtrength of 
reaſon, and of Scripture Authority as you can; for 
nothing elſe is like to take with him you oppoſe: and 
be aſhamed to aſperſe and reproach me to the world, 
with meer impudence for want of juſt matter; which 
trade is too common with you, and thoſe of your way, 
to 
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A Vindication of ſome Queſt me 7 


* 


among the Saints, But firſt the Queſtion is, who you mean 
by Saints, Whether your ſelves, that are agalnſt all cut. 
ward adminiftrations and formes of worſhip in the 
Church as the Scriptures teach, or thoſe Saints of God 
that are willing to ſubje& themſelves to obſerve and do 
whatever is revealed to be done from the written word : 
which hath been the profeſſion and practice of all ſound 
Chriſtians both in and fince the Apoſtolicall Churches : 
unleſſe ſome few upſtart Hereticks, or Apoſtater, or pro- 
- fane have done otherwiſe. Prove that ever any had the ti- 
tle of Saints, Beleivers, Chriſtiane, &c. that came not 
under Water, Baptiſme, the Lords Supper, the Churches 
watch and rule, Cenſures, &c. which you deny, and there- 
fore it ſtands you upon to prove your ſelves Saints diſtin& 
from Apoſtates. pF 

In your anſwer to this all you ſay is this. That this charge is 
but a lying Slander, and bid me prove it, or elſe let thy mouth be 

ed. * 
NT ochis-1 anſwer. 

What proof would you have ? Is it not your own pro- 
fane language, both in your Papers and conference? It 
isno newes to heare moſt of your way to diſpute againſt 
Water, Baptiſme, the Lords Supper, a ſetled fixed Mini- 
ſtry over particular Churches. Tel us what Quakers admini- 
ſter Water,Baptiſm,the Lords Supper;and conſtantly watch 
overa particular Flock ; or elſe tor ſhame own the charge, 
and conſeſſe your fin in telling the world, that theſe are 
my lying flanders, when I know, and your own conſci- 
ences do witneſſe it, that what I have accuſed you of, is 
the plain truth. Nay, Filiam Duesbury faith in a lying 
Paper called A true Propbeſie of the mighty day of the Lord, al- 
reach riſen. in the North of England, &. in which paper he 
makes it his work to reproach and ſlander the Ordinances 
of Goſpell worſhip, under the notion of outward obſer- 
vations, which Chriſts Kingdome cometh not in. Luk. 
17, And thus he accounts of all the Ordinances and inflitu- 
yons, preſcribed by Chrift himſelf in the Apoſtolicall 
Churches: and accounts: all the ſtrict obſerving of out- 
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ward formes of Worſhip, is but imitating the Saints praclices 
in this Babyloniſh, and heatheniſh wiſdame, all this outward forme 
is the outward Court, which is without the Temple, pag. 1, 2. 
meaning they are wichout the Church, and therefore calls 
them Babyloniſh and Heatheniſh, as in his 4 pag. is more 
clear, where he profanely compares the holy Ordinances 
and inſtitutions of the Lord, to that great Image, ſet up by 
Nebuchadnezzar's proud nature, [poken of by Daniel. That Image Dan, 3, 3. 
wes but a type and figure of this which now ſbines gloriouſly in forms 
and obſervations. 
And then ſpeaking to the Anabaptiſts and Independents, 
he tells them,they have ſet up a finer Image inthe Goſpell 
ordinances, as you call them, pag. 10. And what other Pag. to. 
ordinances do theſe or we ſet up but what was praiſed 
in the Apoſtolical Churches? Thus you may ſee how 
this Impoſtor doth reproach the holy chings of God. 
And further in bis ſecond page, he in the height of his 
inſolent raſhneſſe, and madneſſe, ſaith thus. The word of 
the Lord came unto me, ſajing, I willgather my people out of dll 
forms and obſervations, and out of all kindreds, Tongues and Na- 
tions, and I will poure out my Spirit upon them. And this he 
writes in a different Character, as if ic were all ſcripture. 
By this, you may ſee it proved what I have accuſed them 
wich, in denying the ordinances and adminiſtrations of 
the Goſpell Church, is true. And yet this impudent lyat 
tells me it is alying (linder. They would render me a 
lyar for telling them the truth; but ic ſeems they can 
rather and with more eaſe deny the accuſation, then prove 
themſelves Salnts, and ſtand to it: thus when they are 
inche they will ſay, and unſay, or any ching to evade. 
ut while you deny the Ordinances before mentioned, 
Iſay you are none of Gods Saints, but are Apoſtates, 
backſliders, that have departed from the living God, in 
tranſpreſling the lawes, changed his ordinances, and bro- 
ken the everlaſting Covenant. Iſa, 24. J. But 1 (hall 
come to the next, you accuſe me of belying you wick: 
and that is ſuſpecting you to be under the crime of deny- 


ing the holy Scriptures co be a perfe& rule of faith and 
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life, you ſay ye deny the crime: and witneſt them in their glace 
with the Spirit that gave them forth, which is 4 per fed rule of faith, 
and life : as Joh. 16. 13. | 

An w. You deny the crime, but own the thing. by af. 
ferting the Spirit to be a petſect rule of faith and life ; for 
if the Spirit immediately, be « perſect rule to us now, of 
faith and life, of what uſe is the Seriprures of, I pray you 
tell. Thus you own the charge, but deny the crime, be- 
cauſe you judge it no crime to deny the Scriptures to be 
a perſe& rule of faith and lifez and hence you infolently 
inferre, that I am judged by the ſame Spirit which gave forth the 
Scriptures, who would ſet the Scriptures in the Spirits place, by 
calling them the rule of 'faith and life. Thus all men may 
run and read that you are ſo farre from judging it a crime 
to deny the Scriptures for a perfe& rule of knowing God, 
believing in him, and living unto him, that by the Spirit 
you a& from, you judge me, for calling them the rule 
of falth and obedience. And yet you witneſſe the Scrip- 
tures in their place, that is, you witneſſe that there is ſuch 
writings, but not to any ſuch ends, and purpoſe, as to 
be a rule to know God, and live unto him, as the que- 
ſtion intends. The Spirit you make the only rule of faith, 
and life, Job. 16. 13- 

Which I anſwer unto. 

1. That promiſe is made directly to the twelve, as is 
evident if you peruſe the 13, 14, 15. chapt. where we 
have the like promiſe, chap. 14. 26. The Comforter, 
which. is the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall come and teach you all 
things; andb all things to your remembrance, what- 
ſoever I have ſpoken unto you: and accordingly they 
have declared unto us what they have heard and ſeen, 
Luk, 7. 1. Chrift tells them, chap. 16. 12,13. I have 
many things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now, how- 
beit when the Spirit of truth is come, be will guide you into all 
truth, &c. Hence it's clear theſe promiſes are made in ſpe- 
clall to bis Apoſtles, which doth aſſure us of the infal- 
libility of what they preached and writ: the Church be- 
ing built upon the Prophets and Apofiler, Jeſus Chrift 

the 
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the chiet corner Stone, that hath inſpired both to agree Eph.2.20. 
in one and the ſame Doctrine of faith and obedience; and 

he is the ſame lor ever even to the end of the World. 

Now let me ask you, are ycu Apoſtles? have you ſeen 

Jeſus Chriſt ? are you fent for a ſoundation, ſor the Church 

to be built upon? that go about to overthrow and pluck 

vp the forndition of the Prophets and poſtles recorded 

in Scriptures ? Let men and Angels judge. 

2. If all truch were revealed to the Apoſtles, by the Spi- 
rit of truth, and the Apoffles faithful in declaring this 
truth 172 ing, or teaching, as cannot be denyed, then 
it will ſollow that thoſe writings, or teaching of the A- 
poſtles were the only rule z which writingsthrough Gods 
grace we enjoy, ark therefore the rule of divine truth. 
It's true we have need of Gods bleſſings of Grace to ap- 
ply the rule to us, and our hearts and lives to the rule 5 
And ſo many as walk, according, to this rule, peace be apm them. 
Gal.6.26. Ney, Cbriſt pred mt only for bis Apoſtles,but for them 
alſo that ſhould believe on bim through their word. Joh. 17. 
20, 

3. We ſay the holy Scriptures are the inſpirationsof the 
Spirit of God, in their own ſenſe as expreſſed, and have 
ſuch ſure evidence thereof, that without any ſcruple, we 
ſo believe the truth and directions, diſcoveries: thereof, 
that we are content to ſtand or fall to their Verdict, not 
caring for mans judging: and tell us in what truth'of God 
the Scriptures are imperſect in, you proud Worms chat ſo 
vilific and diminiſh from them. 

But they go on and tell me, that Abel, Enoch, and Noah 
bad faith before Scripture was, and the holy men of God believed, 
therefore they ſpake. 

Anſw. 1. Abel, Enoch, Noah, were not without the 
word of faith from the Lord, the Lord ſpake to theſe o 
of heaven, by voyce, Heb, 1. 1. At ſundry times, and in 
vers manners, the Lord hath ſpoken unto bis ſervants the Po. 
phets. Butinthis laſt age be bath ſpoken to ws by bis Son Ther 
fore never look for no other manner of ſpeaking. 
what hath been, before there was any thing committed u 


B 3 15 


A Vindicati on of ſome Queſtions 


to writing; the Lord did more viſibly reveale his will by 
yoice or viſion, Angele, &c. but ſince he hath committed 
his whole will and mind unto writing : by the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, thoſe former manners are ceaſed. | 

2. This is our argument, becauſe ſome had faith be- 
fore Scripture was, by an immediate ſpeaking by voyce, 
xc. Therefore now although we have the mind of God 
diſcovered in the writings of the Prophets, and Apoſlles, 
we muſt look for the ſame diſcoveries ſtill, by yoyce, or 
vition, inſpiration, as if al! that were written by inſpi- 
ration of God, were nothing to us: and nothing of 
force to any, but to the preſent ages they were writ in: 
ſuch madueſſe you run into, 

Whereas in your Anfwere you ſay, That not any doth know 
the Scriptures by the outward declaration, but by the word of faith 
In the mouth, and in the beart,wbich word of faith ay agar 
10. I told you that wasa contradiction, and a confuſed 
ſenſeleſſe thing: which you ſay, ſtands as « witneſſe qgainſt 
me, and bid me prove my accuſation. | 

Anſw. 1. I queryed you, whether any of you did know 
and believe what is written in the Scriptures, without 
the outward declaration, unto which you anſwere not at 
all. 

2. I query what you mean by the word of faith, inthe 
mouth, and in the heart, which the Apoſtle preached, 
Rem. 10. 6, 7, 8. whether it be the ſame with the Doctrine 
of faith, declared in the Scriptures writ to the Churches, 
or different from it. As I concluded before, in my re- 
plie, ſo I ſhall make it good till, notwithſtanding all 
that you have writ, that the word of faith which the A- 
poſtles preached, and writ to the ſeverall Churches, is 
the ſame with that which you call the outward declarati- 
on. What are the. writings of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
but the word of faith? Iold you that chis of the Apo- 
ſtle doth allude to that in Deuterenom. 30. and there we 
find the ſame ofthe word as it was written in the law, as 
heer of the word of faich preached. The Doctrine of 
faith was lo familiarly — — beat into mens — 
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hearts, and monthes, that ignorance could not excuſe a- 
ny : and the Apoſtle explains what this word of ſaith is, 
verſe 9. thus. That iſ thou ſhale confeſſe with the mouth 
the Lord Jeſus, and believe in thy heart that God hath 
raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Youmay 
ſee it's clear encugh, what the Apoſtle underſtands: by 
word in the mouth, and in the heart, if you be not too 
perverſe: and in the 10 verſe there is a reaſon urgedto 
make all your cavils fall. For withthe heart man believes 
unto righteouſneſſe, and with the mouth conſeſſion is 
made unto ſalvation : and proves it by the Scriprure, Who- 
ſoever beleeveth on him, (hall not be aſhamed. J. 28. 16. 
What can be concluded hence, but what the writings of 
the Scriptures contain and declare > and yet you ſay, not any 
can know the Scriptures by the outward declaration, but by the word 
of faith: which word of faith in your quotation is diſco- 
vered by the Scriptures what it is; ſo that you ſay, and 
unſay, not by the outward declaration, but by it, à meer 
contradiction which you will never free your ſelves of. 
But why cannot any know Scripture by its own writing 
Can you know what is contained in the holy Scriptures, 
without the outward declaration? if not, then you muſt 
know it by the outward declaration, or not at all- How: 
do you know what is in your books, but by the outward 
declaration? But inſtead of anſwering to clear your ſelves 
you are froward and vir7 impertinent, and obſcure, and 
deſperately confuſed, as followeth in their next, where · 
in they ſhould ſhew us the difference between the declara- 
tion of Scriptute, and the word of faith preached. 


And firſt they witneſſe the Scriptures by the ſame light" and Rom. 10. 


Spirit that gave them forth, and in Chriſt Jeſas the Lord of 
ſaith, which the Apoſtles preached and declared of, they believe 
Rom. 10. 6, 7. as the Apoſtles did, who knew the Letter which 
kiſd, and the word of faith which is quick and powerfull, which 
word ſay they is God, that made al things, and the letter teſtifies 
of him, whoſe name is called the word of God, Revel. 19. 11,12. 

oh. 1. 1. Heb. 4.12. And then they ſay they have come 
off clear, of what I have accuſed them of in their anſwer. 1 
e Anſiro. 
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Anſw. Here ie nothing but pride and conjufion in 
theſe lines : unleſſe we can credit every thing they have 
the boldnefſe to ſay as infallible. How are the Scriptures 
beholding to them for their witneſſe, who have the 
ſame light and Spirit which gave them forth ? the Lord 
of Hoſts gate them ſorth: all Scripture is, given by the 
inſpiration of God; 1. Tim. 3; and they have the ſame 
light, and the ſame ſpirit equall wich God, if one may 
believe what they ſay of themſelves. But what think you, 
are not the Scriptures as inſpired and given of God, a 
perfeR rule of and obedience, unleſſe you witneſſe 
chem to he ſo ? and what letter was that which che Apo- 
ſtles knew killed? you take it far granted that it is the 
whole declaration of holy Scriptures : but it is becauſe 
you haveno light nor Spirit of God in you. The word 
of faith, Rom. 10. 6,7. is quick and powertu]l, c. which 
word is God that: made all things. Moſt ſenſeleſſe. Is the 
profeſſion of Chriſt in the mouth, and believing in him 
with the heart, God that made all things? is every gift 
and work of God in man, God that made all things? 
this is like their other notion, Chriſt lighteth all and 
thereſore that light is Chriſt, as if every work and 
operation of Chriſt, is Chriſt : juſt like thoſe that make 
God to be every thing, that from him lives, and 
moves, &c. So again Chriſt is the word, his name ſhall 
be called the word of God, and they have Chriſt the 
word of God within them, and what need of that which 
is written they have it in the life and fountain, and th 
will come under no other writings nor rule, ahough 
never ſo much commanded by God in the expreſſions of the 
holy Spirit in the Scriptures. 

ouching Heb. 4. 12. in the ſecond verſe he ſhewes us 
what word he meant, where he ſaith, That the Goſj 
was preached ta them, as unts us, but the word that 
they heard; \proficed not them, becauſe it was not mixed 
with faich in them that beard ir. What word was this, 
which was heard, but the outward declaration in voice, 
or writing, or both ? And this word is quick nd gow 
: 3 
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ertull, v. andthe ſavour of life to ſome, and of death 


to others, — to the pleaſure of him wich whom 
his own word and 


we have to doe, he bleſſimg, or bl 
ordinance to the different: ends by binfelf, and 
for his glory, whether in the diligent uſe theredf men be 
ſaved, or in the contempt and neglect of the word, men 
be damned. 

The 2 Cor. 3. 6. where it is ſaid: the Letter killeth, is 
to be underſtood of the miniſtrie of Moſes, in com- 


— of the Goſpel] miniſtry adminiſtred by tbe 


les, that of Moſes not fo ſpirituall, glorious, ef 


II, as the new Teſtament was, 95 Ait b 

ry too, but no lory —— — by reaſon ofthe 
ry chat excelleth. ver. 10. 1 he Ceremonial their 
were but ſhadowes of 8 


but the Peecepts and Threats ofthe Law were — 

brought them under gullt; and the remedie obſcure, 

the fruic but little; in compariſon of the 

ſtry, c. And hence the letter killed as 

Moſes, but grace and truth comes by ſeſus Chris. 

true, the miniftrie of the Apoſtles winbout | the powerfull 

operation of the Spirit concurring, was not ſufficient's 

For Paul may plant, and Apollo water, but it is God chat 
the increaſe : and yet the word of God as: 

nown in the * — ne — —— 

and live by, in to 

to our regeneration and 

nall life. Beſides we have no | | 

his ſpiricuocofnners that — not, to quicken 

that are dead in — and fins, but whath made. — 

the letter of es-ofi any thing 

what is writ chere 1 good ne — — } 55 
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7 af thoſe hams 0 h 


come off clear in what 1 have charged hem with, whac 
difference have they made between the outward. decla. 
ration, and the - word of fdith which: the: Apoſtles preach. 
, and write the ſeverall Oburches; if all be but the 
ſame, at I have cleered from theirs, the contradiction, 
and their confuſed nbnſenſe ſtil! remains; narwichſtand « 
ing their bitter cenſures and ſhuffſes. And how notoriouſſy 
ſalſe is chat -of-rheirs ? That not any doth know theSctip- 
tyres by the outward declaration, hen the outward decla. 
rat joa, as conliſting of words commhted i writing dt the 
Seriptures that we plend, for a S tule, the declarütion 
endhe water and (epſon: d therein, but the ſame: all 
is the GI God, .and:that which the Spi- 
to ——— — 
t „ be {Scripture nipiratio of 
TM And not only Fobny but all che n· men 
a8 they wert moved by the Spirit of God, or 
oly Aboſt. And hence when akers ſet 
eee pete Rule of at lis difing 
ti will run you uon Gels Nocke, 
u never nde bt 
// Von muſt either ſet up another Spiele Ainet ſrom 
the Spirit of God, that gave theScripturesy or 
2. Maintain that the ſame — gives 2 different rule 
to that which is Written by his own inſpiration und fo 
make: God not only) mat but tontrary. to himſolfa 
wbightarthiok i do be Abborred as blaſphemoum 
Or chat che ſanm Spirit hath given additional! lawes 
to he the rule above what is written by the Prophetie, and 
ry — theChurch'] is baſſes which i b hardly ſo, 
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3. And untill they can prove that the Scriptures pro- 
Phecie of ſuch a change in the Church, as to ſet up fuper 
added Lawes. NL . 0 ED 74 

4. And that themſel ves are the men that the Scriptures 
have foretold of, to ſuperadde ſpirituall Lawes in the 
Church, to bind the conſciences of all: av we affirme that 
the Scripture doth. at Df . 

Bac to prevent miſtakes, I grant as they, 1. That the 
Spirit is the rule; but then you muſt underftand it as rhe 
mind of God is revealed hy the Spirit in the Seriptures. 

2. I grant that we have all need of the illuminatin 
ickning operations and influences of the ſame Spi 
revealed the tule, to enable us to know it, andbelieye 
it, and to apply ic to out ſelves, and to applle ogr ſel ves 
unto it, ſo as to live unto God in all Chriftian obedience 
according to this Rule. 8 4 
9. Igrant chat che Ru out the bleſſing of Grace 
8 doth not ſimply of it (elf Nr and 

enlighened, 


uicken any, nor are any truely and ſavingly 
Schenk and renewed, but by the reveated word of God, 
asche only meant appointed and defigned-of God, to that 
very end, to the intelligent. Faich comes by hearing, and 
he ring by the word of God, Rom. 10. And of bis own 
good will hath he begor us again by hie word, Jun. 
2a. rr "0X" 

Ard now I ſhall give # word to dear friends of 
Farndon, and to all that are abufed and drawn aſide by 


theſe deceivers, and the 'deceit# and cheats of their own _. 


hearts, in hope ofa bleſſing to my poor endeavours, who 
am touched. with a deep ſenſe of the ſad deluſions which 
at the preſent you are intangled moſt deſperately in; 

My dear friends, - - - . | 

Who hath bewitched, you, that you ſhould not obey 
the truth which you have once rt ceived whh 4 great deal 
of joy, and comiort to your fouls, when wir conftan- 
cie and — — — prg eſſton of che 
wayes of Godlineſſe revealed by + word pri dy 
men and „ all the ages of the _—_ 
p14 A 
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of Chriſt, you know the times, and places, when and 
where yur Spirits have: been made joyſull in the bouſe of 
Prayer, and praifing of the ever bleſſed God. Your 
hearts haye been heated and warmed, . by the power of his 
word, and Sacraments, the ſtrict obſerying of Sabbathy, 
a conſtant — the worlkipplag God In your fami- 
lies, by a ſerious calling upon the name of the Lord, in · 
ſtruction of thoſe under you, in che principles of Gods 
SLE 

T to. wo the Lord, 
which now is in contempt and reproach by thoſe that ſe · 
duceyou, as is too obvious to the i , #2 is above 
cleared, ny their landers, ſhifts, and ſhuffics. diſcovered, 

cc 


You m how they have reproached the loftitutions, 
and ord — 7 — as heatheniſh, by compare - 
ing them to that great Image of that heathen King, Dun. 
3.3. Tou may ſec how they deny the Scriptures th be a 
eee 
unto him. And me to be a lying 
— * in charging — with that which is an appa- 
rene truth, as 1 bave witneſſed by their own lying Pa 

and thus they have reproached me moſt falſely : and the 
lyes are returned upon their own heads, whilſt they wit · 
neſſe themſelves perſect, and without fin, and have en- 
tred the new * — in which none ſhall enter that 
makes a lie. My friends, ſome of you bave heard Vim 
Duetbury ſay of himſelf, that he was as perfeft as that 
be Chriſi which dyed at Jeruſaum; this is witneſſed by one 
of credit, and fidelicy among your felvesz I forbeare his 
name. Oh proud polluted Worme! that dare exalt him- 
ſelf to a perſection equall with God the everlaſting father, 
—— — is called Gorell Counting ho —— 
af peace mightie 9 all righ- 
touſnefſe from ——— of all — 
upon the Croſſe, in whom the Godhead: dwelt bodily, 
. from, whom all that any hath, is received; he was 
Lamb of God that takes away the finnes of the world, 

by offering up himſelf an oblacion once for all, the — 
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forthe unjuſt, chat he might bring us unto God, and ob- 
tain an eternal. redemption for us: and yet this inſolent 
polluted ly ing worme wakes himſelf equall in perfection 
with Chriſtthe only Son of the livi — You: may (ſee 
of what ſpirit your leaders are of,and how unlike the Pros 
phete and Apoſt les theſe, are, which cauſe, you to erre by 
cheic lies. But why i it thus wich yu, that vy ſhould/ 
ho eden — ſe]ves ſuch perver le teach- 
ers, that reproach che ordinances, and inficacions. of our 
Lord, as heatheniſh, and the wiſdome of the. fleſh, and out- 
ward obſervations —— —— comes not in? 
theKingdome Heaven within you,Luk 17.ſay 
Butwhere are the commands, in 
7 — Chi ks S "the Bhoris 
co e, uc expectations touch - 
Kingdome and coming of the > * he 
Sn — — — 2 — 
in; — Chriſt ule ab them, . Kingdom 
Heaven comes not in bbſervations, but --is 
look iato your old Bibles, and in the 
6 and as others, the 
in in the, midſt of you, according to. gromect You 
may ſee that he gave his Apoſtles $0; teach all chat 
came under Baptiſme, to obſerve and doe all the Com · 
mand of Chriſt, Mat. 28. 29. and in ſo doing they had 
the promiſe of his preſence, to give his alwaies : 
but theſe ſeducers ſay, Chriſt is not in out forms and 
obſervations, as they in derifion call the Ordinances, and 
Iaſtientions of Goſpel Worſhip. Chriſt walks in, che 
midſt of the ſoven Golden Candleſticks, and commands 
our obſervance in the duties of his own inſlitute Worſhip, 
with the promiſe of his preſence alwayes : they ſay nd, 
Chriſt is. not here, but is within vou, . 
this adae ; men to break the Commandyof 
whickabe du all ages have been ſo careſull and 
ſerving thereof: and have witneſſed uu- 
@ wit 1 bloud, 0 both heatheniſh and Anti- 


chriſtian 
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liphe; and 
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cHrilthn perfearore-1 Dear friends, be not decer ved. with 


vam words, but bethink with your own hearts: from 


what you art ſallem: how could you quench out the 
light and fire of the Spirit In you, that you have received 
with fach evident conviction, that hath thrown down 
all beſore it add ated yourwentie- years to make conſcl+ 
ence of the Command of Obriſt, bot private and pubs 
Ie? whar-tonfliftinge ob-Spiticy und finninge - againſt 
hardening your hearts ageinft Gods fear; and 
y of his Spirit have you withſivod, and re- 
ſified; before you could- fin and be quiec in the wiltull 


negte&-of a} pfChriftianics?iwbe tarh your docks 
ichn been? Yaufirf fell — Baptiſte, chen 
ſrom the tbten from Ware tiſwe la 


lag eg l e of ng, andibinto hawk a 
ling againſt all formes and then 40 ſpeak di 
— of che holy ———— 
all means: nd to. ab edle Iv. 


to che —— lite of nature, 'then you —— 
to ye 4mmed upon God, tothe preſerving the life 
Grace, und hot till then. God hath. oppoinced the uſe of 


tk this 


ae ; er 43- Kontra . fro res 
| „ vontrary | m alt 
— —— — ſtruple 


- 


2 eg = an wy rom .ome a.» wm .co..oac .c. vt 


5 ©» Propeynded| — 


or check of Conſcience before you can enjoy God and be 

taught immediately what to doe: firſt put out the true 

light and power ot Conſcience to do its office S ee. 
convin= 


ing or deſpüſing wu 6 og 
cing it to act in 1 ſoul, an n e reſolve to follow the 


immediate commands of Conſcience, yo —— 
the Author of theſe Hugar: as; TE 
deluſion, pd yer, gbvious . Er i er 
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Fm ecke Ribeledtons fa eee not 
l /- eobe ſound in the Scriptures,” be as binding to the 
Conſcience as the holy Fri are : or whether ſuch 
Revelatians 9 22 mais heart * 


Ar r gre to be ee 


WiN | bay = 

(37 ag 2 aten n e 
to be in the N 12 Ee lay e and 
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e et on is; what they wenn by 
ether the old and nd 
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a+ it they were altogether out ot Date: Whereas every true 
Chciftian doth believe, thac God hath ordained the holy 
Scriptures alone, to berhe'objee of faichy and ground of 
all our obedience, and ſerving of God, ahd to do any-Re- 
ligious ſervice to God, out of any other Principle, is but 
will-worſhip, and to follow the imaginations of ourown 
hearcs, ſerving the Devil, and not God. | ' 
Their Anſwer faith, My accuſation is falſe, and the cloud and 
deceit is in my (elf, who cannot endure ſound Bochine, but dhl it 
unſound ; and queſtion whether the Law and © Toſtimoniie in (the 
heart, which is the Law of the new Covenant," Jet; 41; 33. be 
the Rule to judge error by : and here with the light of Chriſt the 
ſpiritual! man, who judgeth all things, thy blindneſi: and deceit is 
ſeen, and judged : and we witneſſe the Scriptures to be writ for 
our learning, Ind a teſtimony againſt thee and all ſuch years, who 
have got them io talk on; aud would ſet them "above the Revelations 
of the Spirit, and ligbt of Chriſt, wbich we witneſs is abſolutely 
binding, and the ſole judge of error, for to bim is all Judgement 
tiven, Joh. 5. 22. And in bis power thou art beund, and thy error 
Judged. a . 
pw Reader, thou mayſt ſee what 'impudent forcheads 
they have, by ſaying my accuſation is falſe, when them- 
ſelves have diſcovered to purpoſe the deceit of their An- 
ſwer, which faich, The Revelations of Chriſt are accor- 
ding to the Scriptures: and what Dictates are in the heart 
ol man, contrary to the Law and Teſtimony, is not to 
be regarded, but diſowned, according to Iſai. 8. 20. la 
which Text we are to go to the Law and the Teſtimony, 
and if any ſpeak not according to that word, it lsdidcauſe 
there is no light in them: which word is to be undi 
of Moſes and the Prophets, without all controverſie. So 
that take their anſwer a» expreſſed, and a plain minded 
Chriftian cannot but judge it ſober and true, but you 
may ſee they ſpeak one thing, and mean another thing : 
for in their laſt anſwer to mine, they tell us what they mean 
by Law and Teſtimony, namely, the Dictates, Revelati- 
ons, and Law and Teftimbny in the heart. And is not 
that a deceitſull anſiver, — 2 ſhew of one _y 
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intend another 3 for if their anſwer had been to their in- 
tent, it ſhould have been this. The Revelations of Chriſt 
within, ace of greater force then the Scriptures: and 
what Dictates or Reyelatians in the heart of man, are con- 
trary to the Law and Teſtimonie in the heart, are to be 
diſowned ; and they ſhould have left out their quotation, 
had tiiey not been purpoſely minded to deceive; and yet 
they tel] us often, that as they write, ſo they mean, and 
ſpeak the ttumh in plain neſſe: moſt horrible hypocrifie , 
and deotit, Nh nothing. but impudent lying, and a 
kvayiſh head dare go about to excuſe, much leſſe impute 
ſal ſehood upon the innocent for diſcovering it. Did you 
ever read of Law and Teſtimonie in the heart; and did you 
ever read that the Law «nd Teftimonie in the heart, is the 
Law of the new Covenant; and did you ever read that the 
Law lu the heart, is the Lau of che new Covenant? where 
is the new Covenant called a Law; and the only rule to 
judge error by? We know the whole Book of God writ- 
un by Moſes, and the hers, is called che Book of the 
Covenant, Ex1d. 24. 7, And that which you call the Law 
of the New Covenant, is the bleſſing promiſed In the new 
Covenant, put into performance, where, and co whom 
God is pleaſed in the uſe of the word and ordinances of the 
Covenant, to regenerate, renew, quicken, and change the 
hearts of any, to yeeld willing and heartic obedicnce to 
the holy Lawes of God, commanded in hid word. Do 
theſe firangert to the nature of the new Covenant, think 
that all have the Law af God writ ju their bearts, by ver- 
tue ob he new Covenant > Who can deny this writing of 
Gods Law, and giving his Spirit, &c. Fer. 31. 33. Heb. 
g. to bee ſaving bl of the Covenant, farce different 
$9 Kew. 8. 14. Which is Law in the heart, common 80 
all upan another account ; If that which they plead, be 
weit in all, then all have true ſaving Grace, and fhail be 
ſaved, for that Covenant is everlaſting and vnchangeable; 
and then if all hare not that Law ofthe new Oovenant, to 
hat end is tha quoted, but to detelve, making the mofi 
to balicve 8. lye where their damnable Teaencs take ? and 
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ſo upon the matter, they deſtroy all Chriſſian Lawts, and 
obedience, and preſſe men chat art Chriſtians to curue 
Heathens, in minding the Law of Nature only. Ad 
ſhould I ſpeak my heart rogching che nature of the new Co- 
venant, I ſhould expreſſe my ſeli thus. Thatthe Coyes 
nant of Grace, that brings ſalvation to falnman, is found- 
ed upon, and confirmed by, the death of :Chtif, in-which 
Covenant the promiſes ole new heart, and of ging God 
Spirit, and writing bis Lawet, are the malt all vcher 
romiſey,. precepts, threats, and ordinaners, in the whole 
ok — have their —— ae ia — 1 to the” Lords 
putting into execution o e ſpiritaall bleſſings promit- 
ſed: and this Covenant is to be ae warmer — e pro; 
feſſing Church, and their ſred, as u ſpecia ll bleſſiag, beg und 
all che reſt ofthe world thet are let s wander in chelr own 
wayes. And in the Church, this Covenant is not to all 
univerſally, and abſolute, but indefinitely, and condlti- 
onal ; ſo that not any can be excluded fromic' in partica« 
lar, nor all included in is conjunRtively taken : for in rhe 
viſible Church of Chriſt, that are under the Doctrine and 
ordinances, of the grace of thi Covenant, many are cal- 
led, but few are choſen, And theſe: Impoſtors, and Per- 
verters of the new Covenant, that teach that all have the 
Lawes of the new Covenatie writ ia their hearts; — —— 
truly (ay, that all have che promiſes thereof writ in their 
hearts, then which nothing is more abſurd : therefore I 
canclude, that as the promiſes of the Covenant are upon 
Divine record, that we may have hope for our ſelves and 
children, 2 — is — — _ — are to — — rme 
unto, in ordet to (he. re of the 
ln che next place. to excuſe their raſh infolent cenſares, 
chey allume to chemſelver, To be the ſpiritual mes that judgeth 
el things :' and thereupon by their light, they ſoy that my blinaneſſe, 


and deceit is ſeen, and judges, bo- them of "weving the 
Scripturer am bority, & if they were. , dates. ! 11: 
World what uſe they make 


4. Weds 
ol the Nuch. n plain 
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A Vindieatiowaf ſome Queſtions ' 


terms denyed them to be the rule of faith and obe- 
gicnoe 2 | ” hracſys tr; Home off 
, where they me, it Spirit and light 
if in them, -which they witieſſe;” is abſolwely bitt ng, and 
judge of erer, for to bim is ul judgement given, Joh. 5. 22. 

Thus yau ſee they ſet up another ule, to be (ole judge 
oſ error, and yet they judge me for accuſing them falſely. 
But this is but the ſame in other words, which they have 
ure, and I have anſwered already ſin the firſt Queſtion. 
There they ſay the Spirit is the rule, here the light of Chriſt 
in chem the Lie judge of error ; for they make the light 
within the law, in the heart, the Spirit, and Chriſt, the 
exerciſe: of the conſcience, to be all one; and they quote 
Scriptures meer ly to delude the ſimple, and to colour over 
their real delufions, and deceits: for if the Spirit, and 
the immediate Revelations of Chriſt in the heart, be the 
only rule, and ſole judge of error, to what end do they 
prove it by Scriptures? for that which is the ſole Judge of 
error is infallible of it ſelſ, and needs not any demonſtra- 
tion, but faith to believe ir, that it is ſo, and their going 
to the Scriptures, to prove the Spirit to be the rule, in 
that very thing, they make che Scriptures the abſolute 
rule, and thłrein contradict all they ſay. If Chrift in 
them, be the ſole judge of truth and error, why do they 
make ſuch a noyſe of: Scripture, adi can they nor 
ſpeak in the Authority of that Chriſt within them, un- 
leſſe they fill up theit Revelations with thoſe borrowed ex- 
preſſion of the Scriptures which they call a dead Letter 
that killeth? Certainly in the ſecrer of their Confſciences 
they are convinced that the Holy Scriptutes are the ſole 
Judge of error, they being given by the Inſpitation of 
and the word that we ſhall be 'judped by it the laſt 

day, Jeb. 12. 48. although they rejeR it from being the 
udge of error now; betauſe it croſſes their idle proud 
ociet, and itching hamors, to ſet up fomerhing of chelr 
own brain, in their Areas Conf. ndition; and therefore 
like condition, like rale, rather then they wi yent 
and teturn to the right Rule; whey will ſer up # * 


n 


"1 propounded. to the Qudhers, 


their own making, that ſhall pleaſe them better; but what 
will they do in the end thereof? Becaxje they bad not executed 
my judgements, but deſpiſed my ſtatutes, and polluted my Sabbatht, 
c. wherefore I gave them ſtatutes alſo thet were not good, and 
judgements whereby they ſhould not live ; andthe Lord palluted them 
in their own Gifts, &c. Eztks 20. 24, 25. The Lord give 
them hearts to conſider the judgement of God upon ſuch 
that deipiſe the judgements, ſtatutes, and Sabbaths the 
Lord bath commanded in his word: Was this jadgement 
of the Lord inflicted for the deſpiſing the judgements,” and 
Scatutes, and Sabbath, chat were written in their. owu 
hearts, think you ? no; but for the deſpiſing, and breaking 
the ſlatutes, lawes, and ordinances commanded to be wric 
and taught the people by 44:ſes, and the Prophets, as in- 
numerable Texts do evince. But while they quote Scri- 
pture, although they deny it for a rule, let us not be beat · 
en with our own weapon; and thereſore give me leave to 
examine their quotations, to prove the ſp man, and 
the light of Chriſt within, to be the ſole of error; 
diftin& from the Seriptures. \ n 26 
The 1 Cor. 2. 14, 15. them that are. ſpirituall are put 
in oppoſition to the naturall man, the one | 
and judges of ſpiritual things, the other receives not the 
things of the Spirit, nor can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpicicually diſcerned : the ſpirituall man hath his uſes 
exerciſed to difcerne- and judge of things that but ic 
is no where!ſaid;he doth this Et He word, 
that gives thacidiſcoverys.: be ſpirituall mani as wel as 
all others; may not judge his brother, nor another mans 
ſervant ; ſor we muſt all appear before the Judgemeat- ſeat 
of Cheiſt, our Lord and Maſter, and all 2— ti com- 
-mitted to the Son, that men may honqur the Son, ax they 
bonour' the Father, Joh. 5. as they quote; hence they 
iaſerre that Chrift is che ſole judge of error. Iudeed 
Chriſt as he is the Son of man, God and Man in one per- 


ſou who hath aſcended farre above all heavens, fitting at 
che right hand of God, from;thence- ſhall he come in the 
clouds of Heaven, , mighty Angels, in flames of 
3 


fice. 
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"hire, to render vengeance on the diſobedient tothe Goſpell. 
Becauſe God bath appointed him a day, in which be ſball:judge the 
World in righteonſneſſe, even by that man whom. b. bath ordained: 


whereof God bath given aſſurance to dll men, in that be bath raiſed 


biin fromthe dead, AR. 17. 31. We believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
hall come in his day, with that very ſame body that ſuſ- 
fered death upon the Croſſe, and was raiſed from the dead 
the third day ; and he ſhall judge the whole world of man 
kind, that ever were; even all thoſe that are in the Graves 
ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come fofth, the rightrow 
to the reſurre&ion of everlaſting life ; ahd the wicked t 
the reſurrection of condemnation. F. 23, 29. And let 
theſe ſeducedfpeople rake notice of Job 12. 28, 29 He that 
— ky word, or hath one that juggeth him, 

Thbave „ the ſame [ball judge bim at . 
And cis — our they — — dt =* 
of faich and obedience ; but whether they will or as, t 
maſtfland to che tof ch word of Chtiſt, w 
he bath fpoken,- ar the laſt day” William Durbury tells us 
that the mighty day of the Lord is is ibe North of Eng- 
land, nd aufg e, the Soutb,' end ſball ouerſptend this 
Nation, u ol Naftony of b world. Wut the mans fancie, 
and deſigi o, in bruiting and making tuch a noyſe of che 
the appeuraner of the mighty day of the Lord, judge 

« = 


ye. NERD 
Im ſute, he hath ſufficiently diſcovered his own follie, 
in blazing'#broed fach dreams of his own'lying heart; as 
i he eouſd periſwade people to believe that he can tell them 
of u lying wonder. Well, but all jadgement is given to 
the S561; and by his and ſpirit in them, they aſſume 
to judge all erkor, and bind all per ſons that oppoſe them 
un they cell me; in his power thou art bound, and ahy er- 
ror judge. Phet ſelvts you fec-are ſet in the Thaone of 
uri, and under the hetion of a Chriſt, they are judge- 
ing ce whole world; bat If all ju be given to 
the Son of mam in them, whom they hold is not diftin& 
fronſthemſelves, then men muftthonouc their perſons; a 
they'h6nour the Father, (und every knee muſt bo te _ 


propounded to the Quakers, 23 
in Heaven and Earth: Chriſt came not to judge the world, 
but that che world ſhould be ſaved th him, While 
the day of ſalvation laſteth. Nay, he this judging, 
Judge not, leſt you be judged ; aud will they fay that the 
perſon of Chrift is come from heaven, and appears in his 
Majeſty, and Glory, with his mighty cs in them? 
why do they not command the dead to eriſe, and appear 
before them; and receive their everlaſting Doom but 
they will ſooner deny the reſnrretction and ſay it's Paſt al 
ready, with Hymen:w and Philetus,then raiſe one dead Corps 
to lite again. But let them cell us plainly how Chriſt is the 
ſole Judge of error, and how perſons are judged in the 
time of Grace by Chriſt in them, if not by his word, chat 
ſhall judge all at the Laſt day that rejeR ic, and not receive it, 
by what then? They ſay the light of Chrift. + 

Auf. 1. Are not the holy Scriptures a light, given to 
the Church by Chrift, the thereof? 

2. Chriſt is to be conlidered. in bis perſon and nates 
— or in his Authority, and divine operations ver- 

y. 

bin 


There is not any, whom Chriſt dwells in, by 

perſon, and natures, ſor ſo beis farre above all he- 
vens at the right hand of God, A. 7. And it is blaſphe- 
my to ſay that Chriſt is in them, by his perſon as Gpd and 
man, and to deny theglorified of Chrift, that God 
hath raiſed from the dead, uu the Quakers do, and will 
not allow the Divinity of Chriſt any other union with 
his humane Nature, but what he hath wich his body, 
the Church, is a pernicious, bla opinion alſo; tor 
by this, they make all the particular bodies of his Saints; 
to be but one, and that the Godhead is in them bodiiy: 
ſo that the Saints are God and man in one perſon, at 
Borrough, and others commonly ſpacke. And hence 

they judge, that Chriſis ſufferings in them, makes ſatis- 
faction for all theirown fins, and ſo make the death of 
Chriſt in that body that ſuffered at of none ef- 
ſect, as to ſatlisſaction, and falvation, they call him 2 
brit without, which vas but a type and figure of this 
Chaiſt within z but to leave theſe Infidel! Dreams, 4 told 


you 
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you chat Chriſt i to be conſidered in his Authority, as re- 
vealed unto us in his word, by commands backed with pro- 
miſes, and Precedents, for to encourage to obedience, 
Aud "79 

2. His Commands are guarded with menaces, and threats 
and with Precedents of Gods executing his judgements 
upon tranſgrefſors, for the terror ot thoſe that ſhall tranſ- 

ſſe afterwards. And chis written word of God is the ſole 
Tu eoferror,given by Chriſt to that very end. And thoſe 
Divine operations, and workings ot Chriſt in the hearts 
of thoſe whom he doth quicken with his ſpeciall renew - 
ing grace, doe work up his peoples ſpirits to a willing 

to his boly rule, preſcribed in the holy Scri 

tures. Now for them to ſay that the power and work · 
ings of Chrift in his choſen, and the gifts of grace he 
gives to them, is Chriſt, and the eternall word, that made 
the world, is ſuch a frenzic that cannot be expreſſed as 
if every influence and operation the Sun hath upon the 
— — all other creatures, fo fatre diſtant 
and it, were the Sun, or 'as if every drop 
of water that the clouds exhale out, and ſcatter from the 
Sea, was the Sea ; or as if che gift, was the giver': but we 
may queſtion whether they that thus ſpake of a Chrift 
in them, that made the World: know any thing of Chrift 
or of themſelves, as they ought to know at all. 

In the next place, they tell me, Thau in thy dark mind tal keſt 
of the Revelations of Cbriſt, and the Apoſiles Doctrine, and the 
Chriſtians life, and thegraund of their obedience, all which thou 
thou art a ſtranger to, as is manifeſt, by theſe thy following 
words. 

Namely where I writ to them thus. ; 

That God bath ordained the boly Scriptures alone, to be the 
jedl of Faith, and ground of ail our obedierice, and ſerving of God, 
and to do any religious ſervice to God out of any other rule, or prin- 
ciple, in but Will-worſbip, and to follow the imaginations of our 
own bearts, ſerving the Divell and not God. | 
Unto this they Anſwer. - With the — God that 
was frm the beginning, art thou judged, to be none of Lal 
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ſerd, and art raiſed out f. m bis faith, to which thou art a ft 


be ſee dey, who is the objet of oilt faith, aud ground of ous 
obedferite, Heb. 11. 16*&c." And * bt we ſee the to be la 
the Wil- wor ſpip, ,who obeyes from another ground, and ilk: 41 
ter tbe imogtnitions of thy own Heart, wheN leut cher 10 5 
the Devill, in Br i for hs mern ey", Er Fer, vl 
bath begotten in the 1. is the Fatber ef. ng 

My reply to theirs, is. RE: ann., 

In theſe lines, che ſpiric i them maved very Hrongly, 


a3 the indifferent Reader may ea e, by theilt fo 
Ient raſh cenſures, and el by T « they tolch 
me with, for my aſſetting that which 'every One tat is a 
Chriſtian can do no leſſe then own; natnely, That God 
hath ordained the holy Scriptures alone to be the object 
of faith, and ground of all our obedience, add ſervin 
of God, Sc. For this am ſentenced by the etern fl. word 
to be none of Abrabdn's ſeed,” arid raſed from His falth. 
* * - 


— 


t. How ſhall I be ſure they received this ſentence om 
the eternall word, which they have pronounced "agaloft 
me; it being ſo direftly contrary to what Chriſt hath 
forbidden, Fudge not leſt you 1 And de th 

2 


ſay, in their Anſwer co the Queſtion we are That 
the Revelations of Chriſt, are according to Scripture : "if 
this judging came to them by Revelation from Chris, how 
will you make it to accord, and be reconelleable with Scri- 
pture ? l, but ſay they, Thou art judged by the eteruall 
ber which was from the beginning, not by theme 
elves. | 2 * 270 
Anſw. 1. That word was manifeſted in the fleſh, and 
dwelt amongſt men, juſſiſied in the Spirit, and received 
into glory, farre above the Heavens. I demand how the 
know his mind, — my particular ſtate in this cen · 
ſure pronounced ? whether they have it by voice from Hea- 
ven, or by viſion, or hy the miniſtrie of Angels, or dream, 
or fancie, or how ? | 
2. If theeternall word that was made fleſh reycaled — 
; [ em, 
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them, as he is in them, for that's the fancie, then the word 
made fleſh, is in them bodily, and not at the right hand of 
God,where he lives for ever,to make interceſſion for thoſe 
he dyed for, and obey him. 

3- If theſe cenſures be from the eternall word, what is 
the reaſon they are ſo contrary to the written word , 
which is the inſpiration of God; and the revelation of 
Chriſt : and that which the Spirit ſaith to the Churches, 
which every one that hath an eare to heare, let him hear. 
What have pleaded, but the Spirits rule, as contained in 
the writings of the Prophets, and Apoſtles; Chrift the 
chief Corner ſtone, on which the true Church is built in 
all ages? and for this, theſe great Prophets judge me to 
be none of Abraham's ſeed, ſay I am raſed out of his 
faith : but what was his faith, as to ſalvation, more then 
what the Scriptures reveale, and the weakeſt true Beleeyer 
bath? In that I ſay the Scriptures are the object of faith, 
&c. is to be underftood of what is contained in them, 
and taught by them : How do you or any know that there 
is but one God, and what he is ? and how he will be wor- 
ſhipped and ſerved, but by the Scriptuces? How do you 
or any know that there is a Chriſt ? what he is and how 
he came into the World to ſave finners.? and how he ſaves 
them? and who he ſaves, but by the Scriptures? How do 
you or any know that there is a Covenant of grace, and 

romiſes of eternall life, and what commands, but by the 
Ecripturex ? 

Hence the Scripturesare the only rule of knowing God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, beleeving in him and living unto him. 
They ſay Chriſt is the object of faith; but that this is 
known, and for what ends and uſes, and what is faith,and 
how to live by it, the Scriptures only make the diſcove- 
ry ; and they are writ for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope : 
all thoſe that are without the Scriptures, are without. all 
comfort, and hope, and God, in the World. And now 
whether they that oppoſe and deny the Scriptures to be a 
perſect Rule of faith and obedience, or I, that — 

em 


prepoanded to the Quakers, 


them to be the only rule, deſerve” to be judged; let every 
one that would be reckoned for a true Chriftian judge. 
And as touching the faith of Abraham, and who are his 
ſeed, themſclves are not much ekil'd in, who talk of the 
Law of the new Covenant, writ ia every mans heart; as 
ifevery man were of the ſeed of Abrabam, and in the new 
Covenant made with him, except my ſelf and ſome o- 
thers, that out of zeale to the truth, and doing ſer- 
vice for the Church, oppoſe them. Both Abraham and 
all the faithſull upon Divine Record, were obedient to 
the Commands of God, and gave glory to God in believ- 
ing his promiſes, which you are farre from, that reject 
his commands, and promiſes in the Prophets and Apo- 
files; which not any of the children of Abrabam, in a ſpi- 
rituall ſenſe, ever did, Them that are of faith, are chil- 
dren unto Abraham, and bleſſed with him; but as for 
thoſe that have depacted from the true Doctrine of faith, 
and obedience, the Apoſtles writ to the Churches for 
their Rule, as it is manifeſt from your own tongues, and 
— — ſelves have; and chuſe your own wayes, fol- 
owing the imaginations of your own deceiving ht arts : 
that your ſelves are not of Abraham's ſeed, much leſſe of 
his faich, while you caſt off that Chriftian obedience to 
the lawes of Chrift revealed in his word, ſo did not our 
father Abrabam. And let me tell you in plainneſſe, your 
Worſhip, and all your ſervice is meerly vain; ſo long as 
you like the Phariſes, teach for Doctrine, the precepts of 
men: namely, ſuch precepts that are the Dictates of your 
own idle brains. And by an exceſſive ſondneſſe to the 
commands of your own fancies, or the Devils ſuggeſli- 
ons, you . make voyd the holy, juſt, and equal 
commands of What think you, is not the 
ſame as he ever was? Hath he not given his ſtatutes, 
lawes, and ordinances to Iſrae!? and to all that are of the 
ſame Church? And is not this a great bleſſing among 
his people? God hath not done this for the Heathen , 
no, they have not known his wayes.Hath not God ſtrictly 
forbidden either to _ to, or diminiſh from his lawes, 
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u on chie nalty of a cute? Did hot God [iy to Foſbug, 
up hate Ah D ferye arid db all that Is 57 
25 7990 turning to thi rg hatid or to the left? Doth 
not Chriſt charge his Diſciples to teach the baptized to 
obſerve and do 20 | AG Whatever he hath commanded? 
Metth; 28. And doth got Paul coihmend the Church of 
on. for being obedient in all things and ſor keeping 
he ordinances that he delivered unto then? 1 Cor. 11.2, 
be Liwen and N. of Jeſus Chriſt were in Sees 
in the Ap Ne Cores When were they repealed, 
by what Author 3 whom? le not veſt the 0 
ſame, ehe day for ever. You ta 
wi he 9 Conſcience chic 1585 this light be blotted c om 
the Book of your Conlciehce ? it will not be long, 
bet ore conſciehcy be — ned,. to Farne condemn 
you for reproaching the comm mands ro oh ordinances ofthe 
Lord n You talk of F, eit wiehl . while you 
are diſo Fa rebel li ion to r, hriſt without 
ou, that a rinſome for. many. Do you 
hink a C 15 within vi your own making, is able to 
ſecure you from the wrath of the Lamb, when he ſhall 
come with his mighty angel els, in flames of fire, to ten- 
der ve gelber Ups n thed tent eo che e Goſpell You 
ſay you are 8. and in heaven ; and in the mean time 
Airerigthien your {elves with Ter, and open your mouths 
with Blaſptiemies, and contergpe of the Joly thing: of 
2 as hath been ſhewed : b ut what | will you do in 
he end thereof? y 7 tell me now dut 'of your wonted 
boldveſls, © Belje i the krut which the Scriptures reach, 
ee In 15 * -worlhip in ating obedience from 
1 © 55 „Chamely the Scriptures) and ſo walk 
aſter the ima 1157 9 my own heart ; whichleads thee 
to worſhip the, Devill, in bringing ſorih thoſe many lies 
in thy Wc 1 e by the father of lies, But I tell 
1705 16 ix je g. when your mouths, that are o- 
1 5 „ ſhall be Ropped; and that word 
15 T have. he 1995 vou, ſhall judge on in that 
day. God w l Judge the ſecret: of men by the Goſpell, 


which 


proponnded to the Dnakers, 
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which I all along plead co be the only rule ot faith and 
obedlence; and you have denyed it as to that and, and 
ſet up another rule, which God commands not. You 
accuſe me of many lies, but why do you not prove ir 
and evidently convince me of one, by the Authority of 
Scriptütes, or elſe own the accufation to be falſe, and 
from the Devil that overpowers'yon to blaſpheme the 
truth? But to proceed. 

In the Anſwer to my queſtion they fay the Revelations 
of Chriſt, are according to Scripture, &c. In my reply 
I told them that the Revelations of Chriſt, that are accor- 
ding to Scriptutes, are Ather texts of 'Sctiprure expreſſed, 
or rationall deduions, confequences, and concluſions, 
that naturally flow ſrom particular paſſages of Scriptures, 
the which ſaid I is Scripture, and not any other Reve- 
lations can be pleaded for a Rule. 

Thelr anſwer to this is little to the purpoſe, Here ſay 
they, Thou baſt made thy ſelf — all the children of light, 
to be a ſtranger tothe Revelations of Chriſt Feſws + which they wir- 
neſſed, who rhereb) was taught the Goſpel , ani knew tiye Non re- 
vealed by the Father; and the brightxeſſe of bis coming who re 
veals the man of fin: which was not done by rationall tedniitons, 
nor by Texts of Scriptmres;which thou haſt got to tak of. 2 Theſ. 
2,3-8. 2 Cor. 1. 1.7. 


My Anſwer. 
1. That the Holy Scriptures are the Revelations of 


the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, is wichout all doubt; and 
they teach the whole counſell of God, neceffary to every 
good work, and of 'falvation, in all righteouſneſſe, 2 Lim. 
3. 16. 2 Pet. 1. 21. Rev. 1. 1. 

2, Thoſe Revelations of Chriſt that are according to 
Scriptures, as their Anſwer to the Queſtion is, maſt be 
ſuch that accord, and ate reconclleable with the current 
and ſtream of Scriptures, at leaſt they muſt not claſh, nor 
croſſe he ſteame of Scripture, if they anſwer as they really 
think : and then why do they deny the Scriptures to be 2 
perſect Rule, and ſetup the Spirit within to be the only 

wle? if the Revelations of — within, are according 
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to Scriptures, then it will tollow that thoſe Revelations 
are to be examined by Scripture rule, to try whether 
they accord with Scripture, yea orno: and then they 
_ the Scripture the Rule, which In plain terms they 
have denyed to be the Rule. Therefore we may conclude 
their Anſwer isdeceitfull, ſay one thing, and mean ano- 
ther. For following them in my firſt replie to this, as 
before, they very diſcreetly pafſe it by with ſilence, and 
catch at my mentioning of Scripture conſequencet, &c. 
otherwiſe then was intended, which 1 ſhall ſpeak to a- 
non. 

There is one thing which I think I m#y do well to in- 
forme the Reader of,as touching their Anſwer though they 
intend it not. That the Revelations of Chriſt are accor- 
ding to Scripture in this reſpect, namely, Chriſt reveal- 
ing himſelſ to the ſoul by his powerfull working, quick- 
ning, enlightning, ſtrengthning, comforting, and the like; 
all which are the 2 and communications of 
Chriſt to the ſoul, in his Divine workings, all which is 
according to hls Word ; we muſt look for all ſpiricuall 
and temporall promiſes of good things we want in the 
written word, but look for the falflling of the good 
things promiſed in our ſelves, by the powerfull work- 
ings and Divine givings of the Son of God”: and in 
that way, and by what means himſelf hath appointed, 
and preſcribed in his word : as there is the revelation of 
light in the Scripture, ſo there muſt be the revealings of 
Chrifts power to give fight to the eyes of the ſoul, before 
any be able to ſee the myſteries of the Goſpell unto fal- 
vation. The promiſe of a new heart, and giving repen- 
tance, is the Revelation of Scripture; but the renewing 
of the heart, and make irto repent indeed, is done by 
the mighty power of Chriſt in the heart; which all that 
have it, are in ſome meaſure ſenſible of, The. ſpirit of 
Chriſt by the word reveals the rule unto us, and the 
ſame Spirit by his powerfull workings revealed in us, 
works up our hearts to a willing conformity to the rule, 

as I have ſaid before. 1 
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They talk how tbat Antichrift was not revealed by de- 
ductions nor texts of Scripturesz by what then? How ſhal 
we know what that man of fin is, and who, but by 
Scripture ? I think thoſe that are againſt Scripture, are 
againſt Chrift, that by his Spirit gave them forth for the 
comfort, hope, and inftruftion of his Church: and by 
their oppofing the Revelations of Chriſt in Scriptures 
themſelves may be the man of fin they talk of, in ſetting 
up another rule, and teaching another Goſpell contrary 
to what the Apoſtles preached and writ. 

But they are ready to catch- at my expreſſions of Scrip- 
ture conſequences, although I-uſed them in fayour of 
their own anſwer, had they been reall in it, but you ſee 
they are ſo farre from owning of conſequences drawn 
from the Scriptures that they have denyed the whole Scri- 
ptures from being a Chriſtians Rule. Their quotations 
are againſt them) unleſſe they can prove that they recelv- 
ed their Goſpell by the Revelations of Chriſt, as Paul did; 
or that themſelves have the Spirit fromthe mouth of 
Chriſt, that reveals the man of fin. It ſatisfieth me, that 
we have the very ſame Goſpell in writlng that Paul receiv- 
ed by the revelation of Chriſt : and that we have that 
word that came from the mouth of Chrift, that diſco- 
vers all errors anddeceivers: of whom not any more ob- 
vious then themſelves. And that the Quakers deny the 
Scriptures is evident by this Argument, They that deny 
all conſequences drawn from — deny the Scrip- 
rures; but the Qakers deny all conſequences drawn 
from Scriptures, therefore the Quakers deny the Scrip- 
tures. N 
The Minor is clear, they will not deny it. The Major 
is to be proved. Tis certain the Scriptures were writ ma- 
ny ages before this of ours; and. were particularly di- 
rected and given firſt to the Church of the Jewes, then 
ſecondly to the Churches of che believing Gentiles in the 
Apoſtles age: that it is by conſequence that we in one 
times can qhallenge a propriety and intereft in the uſe 
and benefit of them; becauſe not any part thereof was 
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given directly unto any that arenow aliye, but were gi- 
ven tothe whole Church, of whom we are added to,and 
grakted in, by Faith: and therefore, as we are of the 
Church, we have a propriety in the Churches gene 
es, of which the holy Scriptures are a principall palt. 
There is the ſame reaſan of ell parcicujarg in the Scriptures, 
a3 they are directed to particular perſans in the Church: 
of whatſoever qualitie, condition, relation any are in; 
for whatſoever was written to apy directly as ſuch, by 
conſequence is writ to all ſuch, and of the fame kin 
where there is the ame equality of reaſon, and the like 
circumſtances conturring. Aud hence we may ſlill lay, 
whatever were written before time, were written ſor our 
learning ; that we through patience, and comfort of the 
Scriptures might hate hope: hut the particular applica- 
tion of the hole, or part, ia hy conſequence; ile 
they were not firſtly writ to us at all. Thereforethe con- 
cluſiom is unavaydable againſt them: and yet while them - 
ſclves are denying the Scriptures to be the rule of faith 
and obedience, aud for which they are under the plagues 
written therein, as was urged againſt them, their inſenſible 
ſlupid ſpirits ſbife je from themſelves, and make my ſelf 
the wan that dare adde to the Scriptures my own, con- 
clufons ; and ſo am under all the plagues written there- 
in. Rev. 22. 18, 19. But let chem prove wherein I have 
in the leaſt diminiſhed and added to the Scriptures, who 
am defending their Divine authority unto all againſt chem, 
who out of Apoſtaſie and ſtrong deluſion have denyed 
the Authority of Scripture to be the Rule of faith and 
life. I ſpake of conſequences, and concluſions, that na- 
turally flow from expreiſe Texts of Scripture ; not forced 
far-fetched. out of Texts perverted, and miſunderſtood ; 
as themſelves by concluding. my ſelf the man that are un · 
der all the plagues, even while I am defending their Au- 
thority, and themſelves free even while they are denying 
Scripture Authority. 
In theit next, judging me the caſt-away, 1 Cor. 9. 27. 
And found in the old Covenant, when the * oo 
ent. 
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Teftimonie is without, and ſhut out of the new Co- 
nant, where the Law is written in che theave, Become I 
gueried how the Law und Teſtimonie may be laid to bein 
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they interpret to be the Law and Teſti- 
heart, and would have the Law and Teſti 
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thereof, unto (i Grace in he 
heart? and yet the Lord in his wiſdome; and mercie 
his Covenant people, gave them his Lawes in an outward 


weiting ; and they were b 10 | andobſervi 

ofthe Lewes upon promiſes — Ding — 
threats of 39 — penalties annexed. Were not 
8 Caleb, and all the godly, that had the fear 
M God and the Spirit of Godin their ſouls, bound to 
the obſervance of this Law, which was in the Ack of the 
Teftimonic ? and were they in the old Covenant ſo, as 
to be ſhut oye of the new as they ſay of me for defend- 
tog the ſume truth, a ſervant of the — 
| praQi- 
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8 all others that feared God aſterthem. Mhat 
ink you, Chriſlians, is the book of the Law inconſiſtent 
with the new Covenant? when the truth is, the great 
bleſſing: of the new. Covenant, is ſo to renew our hearts, 
and ineline them to the Law of God, that with love and 
delight, we may walk in Gods Lawes and ordinances 
preſcribed to his Glory. But behold cheir cenſures, they 
judge me none ol Abrabam s ſetd, and raſed out from hit 
faich, and ſhut out of the neẽC Covenant, and, to be 
under all the plagues written in the Book of God; and 
now ate come to dea my pray eta, and the God whom 1 
ſerve. Who doth alice guide, ay chey, to belie the truth 
and ſander the innocent? I ay, the Lord rebuke thee Sa- 
tin, thou enemie do minlind ; tho by thy wiles,beguileſt 
weak man, who: all his life time is ſubjeR to | ng 
anch error? and although thou haſt prevailed. upon, gheſe 
full men, (o run upon Miſtakes, putting ligbt ſor dark - 
neſſe, and . — Fer, light 3; and thereby hath 
drawu them to | 
ing and blefſednibfſe, is in himſelf infinice ; yet God forbid 
that Þ ſhould ceaſe 8 and that unto my 
God in the name of Jeſus!/Chrifh to heal ,their bach ſli- 
dings; and to reduce them from wandring from thy truth, 
and Church, in all che myſterlous errors, they ars bewil- 
der'd and ſrattered in, in the cloudy and dark day, not for 
want of light, who have been in a yihon, but for 
want of love t and: wholeſomt Diſcipline, to pre- 
vent ſuch extrayvaga ce. IT! 
n deere Coen ant a 
that are in-theſe us ſnares, and u 
of-errars, that men of erſe minds, and proud pre- 
ſumptuous ſpirits ha vr the/boldneſſe to vent and 
in our looſe dayes ; Whatthiok you now d you have beyn 
ready to defend theſedeceivers, and tell us that they.;kery 
to the dcriptures, and teach nothing but what they, have 
ground of Scripture for, and they ade a8 full of 1 
-quotations-as any whatever. But what think you n 
i have not they in plain wortle devyed the Scriptures: to 
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the only rule of faith and obedience, and, ſet up. another 
rule to be the ſole Judge of error, and ground of all obe- 
dience, namely, the light of Chriſt in them; which ſome- 
times chey call che eternall Word, by which they judge of 
errors, and perſons, bind, and ſentence at pleaſure; as if 
all judgement in heaven and earth was given to them only, 
and the ſame honour due to them which is due to the Fa- 
ther; as ygu have ſeen it cleared unto you before. I be- 
ſeech you to be ſerious in your thoughts of what hath, 
been writ, in diſcovering their deceics, and blaſphemies, 
and the very foundation of all hereſie, their denying the 
Rule that all thingy are to be tryed by, and , thems 
ſelyes the abſolute rule, and we mag not queſtion what 
ay pw de ĩt 2 — — 
all ſoder Chriſtians. - But they preſently tence 
10 + ment on as, as if 4 —— was given to 
them indecd; and as if chemſelves were the only Maſters, 
chat all muſt ſtand or fall; unto. Had chey bu 
execute, as they have pride 


ing, as in the laying of Goreb., *+) 29-7" 3! — 
But dear I hope that there is that fear of God 
in your hearts that will preſeryo you from running out 
into theſe deſperate berefies as to deny the holy Scciptures 
to be the Rule and ground of faith and obedience : Foc 
ou know, deny the Authority of Scriptures, the only 
of truth, and the only Touchſtone that * 

ſpirit and 222 be tryed by; then all ſhall be 1 
to follow the imaginations of their own idle heads; and 
act as.thelr decei hearts ſhall ſuggeſt : then they that 
can get the greateſt confidence, conceitedneſſe, and ſtrong · 
elt fancies, and the impudenteſt tongue, to vent their 
own inventions, will be the only men fog, the true Reli- 
gion, and then who can tell what is truth, . and-who- are 
guided by the ſplrit of God, and who by the, Devill? The 
1 32 2 very 
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knows the way of eſſe, tue 


y &tyivig che Aurhotity ef ee Sefhprocey, h 
i} Mir fon and hexthenifine bh A 5 
that Which God hath ordained 3 0 the Devil 
will put in, to miſlesd to all erer; ow ſnolf any 
he able to know his workingw, and temprstiont from the 
pute workings ef God for our Wen the zuthefl- 
ty of the ng i ure laid ade? Nay;who can be 


if Mreſchf, of in others; chat they 
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known it, to turn from the Healy Comin 

Lord, delivertd'arito them, By Word or writing. 2 Fir 2 
20. fer chap. 4. 1 2. rein the Apoſtle endewourtd 
to ſtirre op their min by way of abrauc 
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comort o dhe Sori ptuves might have hepe; Rom. 45, 
Where on the other hand}. thoſe that re dhnyed the 
Scriptures, are Aliemm ſc ond dhe Common wealth) ab Ius, 
and ſtrangers to the Covenant of Promiſe, and without 
hope and God in the world, Epheþ- 2. 1. a8, in clear of 
the libe Infidel Rate, that the ans were. in before their 
converfion w Chaiftianity. I telllyou, to deny the Scrip- 
cares; >» the deſpatateſb error chat an can | 
bly plange tHemiſelves/ inta, haviog once. profeſſad them; 
ſuch lam fare forſake chetr aun mectcies, and jadge them- 
ſelves nnwortby of eternal] liſe, by deſpiſing the Goſpel 
of Chriſt compined in dhe Scriptuzes 3 they ficighe the 
everlaſting Covenant of Grace, and al] the promides wit 
io the;Book of God; there being nos 4 promi made to 
| erſd, dur what ie in che Scripture ; nor can 
any axpet that God will give that which he doth not 
promiſe co any: Let them tall me what promites are 
writ ln the heart, that deny the 
rule of. faith and obedience ; | 
promiſe, chen (Hey. are "without hope, and! God in the 
world, #3 the poor ladians art 3. if not worſe, by deny» 
tag chat which they have the means to now, nay, have 
known, and been convinced and rejoyced ia the ſpiricual 
bleſſiogs promiſed; bot how. wiltully deny, them, and 
re jelt tum, as not to be belicved, that ace written for che 
great comfort of the Lords peo 

| tell you friends, theſe-miſcrable Worms uncovenant 
themſel ves, and unchriſt themſelves, as if they cared not 
228 mercie in 2 5 beſore _ ln de- 
ayi Seripcure, yall. and mercy, 
writ there, for the comfort and hope af poor pe- 
Scriptures. ſhall be denyed their 
Authority, by chem, then it will follow, that they have 
removed the Lordd antient bounds, and tha only Judge 
— all — Wbat de — 

vain ont, and lors, contrary to the 
and Iaſtitut ions of God, recorded bs Seelptaces? in ta- 
king awey the rule, hey * hereſie hat- 
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ever; for God will not be any otherwayes known, truſted 
in, worſhiped, und obeyed, then himſelf bath t. 
and preſcribed us in hi word. When men dare think 
of God after their own fancies, and believe in him aſter 
their vain/ minds, and worſhip God as ſeems good in 
their oun eyes, az'all do that deny the Scripture to bea 
rfe& Rule, no wonder that they · make God like them» 
ves, and themſel ves like God and that they preach a» 
nother Goſpell, and ſet / up another Ohriſi, and fancie 
another Heaven, and mother day of judgement, and a- 
nother Law and Rule to try — — It men ceaſe 
to be Chriſtians, and forſake the rules of Chriſtianity 
while they continue to be men, and have any ſparks 
immortality in them, they will be doing in one wriy 
other, in order to eternity: But will you receive t 
ſeducers into your houſes, and bid them 1 
deny the only Rule of righteouſueſſe, and not be 
Judge ye. And can a | 
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demonſtration be given: | 


thocity of Scriptures. e Fett 
And ſhould our Teachers deny the Authority of holy 
Scriptures to be the Rule of faith and obedience, and ſet 
up their own ſancies td be the Rule, as they do which 
you adhere unto, it were time to ſorſake and abhorre 
them. Remember the Argument of our Saviour, to di- 
ſtinguiſh between thoſe that are of God, and thoſe that 
are not. Jeb. 8. 47. He that is of God heareth Gods 
words; but ye therefore hear them not, therefore: ye are 
not of God. They are bleſſed that hear the word of God 
and keep it: and this word is that word which - chey 
heard from the beginning, as the ſame Apoſtle 1 
6 : 1 0 
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1 Joh. 2, 7. Brethren, I write no new ' Commandemen q- 
— ou, 2 an old which you had from the beginnigg; 

the old Commandement js the word which youyhaye, 
beard from the beginning: and he. char ſaith. he knowes 
Chriſt, and keepeth not his Commandements,, is a yar, 
and the truth is nat in him: 1 thoſe Commande- 
ments which were wric and ſpoke from the beginning, chat 
we love ane another y and this re, that we walk .af- 
ter Chicifts comandements: and this js A* e 
— — 21 G 827 1 Ly 
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Ghrift_ hath. ſpoken, and was beard by EXE my 
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a Fay another rule to rfy the Spieles by, 222 
be of God 3 1 1 Spirit that * . 
Chriſt h come in is of God, and every ſpirit char 
confefleth not that gef kus'Chriſt js dome in ea net 0 
re Iconteſſe ia che A poſtles dayes that 
upoij to be the great hereſie that troubled Cs 
Charch, namely that Jew Jen opal of Chriſto being 
in the fleſh, — that wh overthrow the 8 Chet- 
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Fra, Lesung bur 7 
©, Dear — 
ever you l adhere to ſuch, 2. 91 the 
ouſly derogate from the " abdBlood-thed, 
ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt; who hath 8 
the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring us to God; being 
death in the fleſh, D © 3. 
is. Chriſt was on — bear the fins of many, 
Heb. 9. 28. By one offering he hath for ever 
_ that are ſanctiſied, — 10. 14. All which theſe 


Le ee 


newes to 
finners, is grounded upon this one li of Chriſt 
— rel the bearing our fins, and them 
— bis blood cleanſeth from all 
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him (of Juſt | 
eck k U) « as Hera: bu "Wxperietice" 
ſee ur touts pd with f be, and 1 
2 ;bitinccke! unto le, 'ereh ſeorfſhg aN . 
do refuce vun Forth a 
wich 5 art” tallenP ' 
if eve love, guck ; From which 
y that have dad go expertente® of your cobftancie 
— fidelity io the wayes of Righteouſneſſe, and true god- 
linefſe, ace inclined in _— to hope well of you, — 
there 
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Their Anſwer to my, third Queftion-fafls Upoir 'orfier 
Queſtions, but gives no direct Anſwer ek forthe 
eſtion. doth nowexclade'the powerd and grate "of this 
ather, and 'the Son from mans latrai Ay ow 


butt is uf another chingpnamdly,” whet ff ltr fot th 
withour the knowledge, and ade of the 10 ma 
in an ordinary Wan koow! Chfift "of tbr,” fd be 
ſaved hy him ; o chu wherher God math and doth e- 
eraiſe his power und Hplrit ini bringidg3tor ape mall to 
che of C — — it 
him to eternal} life, without the ute ery: 06.9 ep 
the Scriptures ordinarily ?.. The Queſtion i of extra- 
ardinary caſes; and of Gods ud! d power, Who can 
qa moe then hee hach any here reveu led he wide; but 
ia io of hisordinazy courſe:und power chu iy] dy 
his werd of truch to do what he will, im oder to the 
dleſſedneſſe of thoſe chat wait upon him; ia choſe weyes 
aud in the uſe: of ſuch mem, himſelf hach inted in 
his holy word x all other ſtamps and forme, pretending 
te the Knowledge of God, and religious ng o 
him, or oſ being ſaved by Chriſ., ate but the ſuperſtiei - 
ous births of deluded fancies, that tend to the deceiving! 
and ruin of a-mans ſelf and others oo 
Their Anſwer to this is but dark, and to little purpoſe, 
only they-tay, 1 211 * 4 127 An & *3 Mt : 
A Tbar their Anſwer dith land u e wimeſſo ag dinſt we; und de- 
clares the way to tbe F athet, and the San, doconding to Seripturer; ' 
Matth. 11 27. Joh. 63 44. Which tbey ſay my dark" Mind" is" 
a ſtranger unto, who am querying of Gedi conſtituting drditiary meant 
of ſubnet; N of bis ordinary way ef working, to reveal Chriſt 
a Redermer, which ſay ibey, are unlearned Queſtiont, and te be 
copdemwed . with the light; bich .reproves the world df n und 
lead: to ubr Son, whois the Redeemer, and Way te the Pulber, 
Joh. 14. 6. Which way is but one, ad condemnation you muſt 
oxen, umieſſe tba canſt ſhew 1 4 Scripture that peaks of ordinary 
aud exttoordimary way of Gods _ bis power, and Spirit, 
2 2 or 


* 
43 
_— a ns —— — 
A. c work e eee ee e N nN 


- 


| ſumof their Anſwer 
ie unleatned 


| and bow; irs; be daved by 
Police t9-thekaowing 


becauſe they 
n plainneſſe, 


Seri 

en unto, ſhould 

let al n what Spirit t 

which — be Wong 

condemns the world of fin.« 
But let chem Gr diſcover what fin is i 

ang, before. they raſhly condemn them. mt 

ght is that which 


nat the mind of Chri 
IT ae ft, end the volce 
oro at t which they con. 
awith, is the true ight of — axe 
} elſe 


a A & } 


a aA , . . e Aa _ £4A © © £4 os © &©w ac as 


a 


S 


45 


elſe who will regard them? How dare theſe proud Worm 
condemne the things they know not how to anſwer, 
ay_ by denying the--holy Scriptures, and what they 
teach) * . 

But what light is that, that leads to the Son who is the 
Rede emer ?'while you difown the light of Scriptures, to 
de the Rule to make ont this high diſcovery. Did you 
tver know or hear of any, fince Scriptures were, that have 
attained to know Chrift as Redeemer, and to believe in 
him to ſalvation, that never heard of Chrift by Scripeares, 
or Scripture minifiry? Doth not the Apoſtle determine 
abſolutely, as to this caſe and queſtion, by ſeverall inter · 
rog tions, Rom. 10. How ſhall they eall on him, of whom 
they have not believed ? and how ſhall they belieye in him 
of whom they have not (ſo much as) heard of? and how 
can they hear without a. preacher? end how can they 
presch except they be ſent, &c. And doth he not con - 
clade from theſe interrogations, that faith comes by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God? heurging that ne- 
alley of hearing the word of God, in © ro faith, 
wichout which it cannot bez And therefore it was that 
he queries the Galatians, thus: Received ye the Spirit by the 
Law, or by faith preached ? not by the Law, but by the 
preaching of the Doctrine of faith. Neither is there ſal- 
vation in any other, but in that Saviour and Redcemer 
which the Apoſtles preached, Ad. 9. 13. for there is no 
other name under heaven, given among men, whereby 
we muſt be ſaved, but the name of Jeſus Chriſt of N2ze- 
reth, whom the Fewes crucified, and God raiſed from the 
dead, ver. 11. and this name, and perſon, Chriſt Jeſus, 
defigned of God to be a Saviour, cannot any know of, 
or — in him, but by the help of Scriptures, or the 
miniſtrie thereof: and he that believes not Gio this name 
Chrift Jeſus the Son of the living God) ſhall be damped, 

16.16.” And doth not our Saviour affirme that 
ſalvation is of the Jewes ? as they were the Church of 
God, peculiar from all other people under heaven; be- 


cauſe, anto them was committed the Oracles of God: 
G 3 and 
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=” A Vindication of ſeme Queſtions 
WE nd iv nas the ghriſtian Church graſted into thems and gt» 
die e ec In ;; and; migbelievers, and 
have the ſame and more er and bleſſings 
of the Covenant, while all others are left to wander in 
their 0wn wayes?, were not the Apoſtles Doctrine which 
they oreechedighnonly meant ot enlightuing the dack 
world? and let chem ſhew us where, and to whom they 
preached the light in men, to be the Goſpell, and Chriſ 
within them, that the Gentiles ſhould be ſaved. by. No, 
they. preached Chriſt crucified, W rr er 
for remiſſion; of fins;, It pleaſefl God, by the; Lootith» 
neſſe of preaching 6Chcifſt, wo they did) to fave them! that 
believe: as. they were firted and ſent ot Gud, ſo they 
were Airected in doing his work faithfully, and were-ac- 
companyed with an anſwerable ſucceſſe; witnefſe the ma- 
ny (Aurches that they gathered, and converted to the 
chriſtian faith, turning them from darkneſſe to the true 
light, and from the power of Satan, unto Gods ſtrieing 
to preach, Chrift, where he never had been named befor 
Rom. 15. 20. And What Chriſt did they preach, is cal 
to determine, may the Scr Ne judge. Either let theſe 
fingers their; own, ſouls preach. the ſame Chriſt to 
—— or the ſage end and purpoſes, as the Scriptures 
witneſle of the ApoGles,- or, elle let their. lying mouths be 
ſtopped, and perſiſt no further in deceiving themſelves, and 
{cducing others, a 
Reader, thou canſt not but judge the Queſtion rational 
and religious, it the Scriptures may judge, and: tobe an- 
ſwered in the negative; ang yet theſe men who out of 
their thick darkneſſe having denyed the Seriptures to be 
the Rule of faith and obedience, are forced to forge out 
of their dark imaginations another Rul: of revealing 
Chrift co; Joſt man, beſides the Scripturer 3, which ; Rule is 
in every man, ſometimes under che notion off fight 
within, law of thehrart, beer they bring in an dn limi- 
ted power of God, diftin& from the uſe: of thoſe Ordi- 
nances, and wayes which God hath appointed to make 
uſefull in thoſe Divine ,diſcoverics , of Chrift the only 
2? Medi- 
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Mediator: heHν,jẽi˖ Godiandt ſiniſull man q and iijihaut 
which Chrift, as Medlator- and Redeemer is not known 
* belieyed in: yu —.— alk he ;: old 

They ger and cavtht pat wy rr ezpreſhone, 
Queſt it Gods-ordinarytend ai del — 
(ouls, of 44s Cid have, und be exeraordinaryy-a0d 
. pe Aions je che hidden unlimited pawer of 
zod, doing What he will to lufants diſtracted, deaf in 
the Church, la ſhew ing them mercie) but they rejec all 
inagy means af Scripture, andi ogdinances therein ap- 


needſull. Wirt d! 


. \The word ordinaꝶ food, is in Exzkiel, thete the Lord Exck, 16, 27. 


earned to deny it, which were theigdayly bread i hut 
Lay Mace it elf js grounded e e, Ie 
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. water ig. the Brook 
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y, for a time till they could be -pux into a ca- 

pacity of ordinary food again. I might inſtance in twen- 

ty things more, but 1 forbear. „But fee the, peverſeneſſe 

of; cheſe men ;, becauſe God. at ſome times hath . 
a im- 
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y deny the Scripcures to be the faith debe 
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ceftimony ot Seripture is one, and not the leaft to prevail 
upon nce of that unbeleey ple. What they 
mean by not regarding the light which gave them forth to 
learn, is beyond my underſtanding. to find out. 
light is chat which gave the Scriptures? is ic not the Spi- 
ritof God? all Scripture being given by inſpiration of 
God, 2 Tim. 3. 16. Surely he that regards the Inſplrati- 
ons of God, regards the Author of thoſe inſpirations; 
for to ſay a man is obedient to the Scriptures, and by 
ſearch is willing to know Gods will, to do it more, and 
et 1 not God that gave ic forth, is a contradiction 
ok — : bag. theſe T . 1 cage We: is 
ighe which gave the Scripture; and hence they judge, 
in that we — not What they ſay and write, = re- 
gard not the light, &c. and our cleaving to the rule of 
Scriptures, which are the Inſpirations of God, and not 
regarding them, ſeems to be the deceit, and to wreſt the 
Scriptures to our own deſtruction, as if the Scriptures 
were writ ſor mens deſtruction and deceit, and not for 
their learning, comfort, and hope: but that place In 2 Pet. 
3. 16. is ſpoken of unl and unfabl men, that 
wreſt, not only ſome hard places, but alſo the other Scri 
tures, to their own deſtruction; and thereſore bids the 
Church beware, leſt being drawn away by the error 
of the wicked, they fall from their own ficdfaftneſfe. 
Oh the giddineſſe, and unſtability of theſe mens Spirits, 
that have runned from Seft to Set, till they have run 
through all, and then think to center in a way of their 
own chooſing; in which they do not praiſe any one 
duty of religious Worſhip to God, private or publike, 
as the holy Scriptures teach, and to make Conſcience 
thereof, from Scripture Authority! And yet others, and 
not themſelves, they charge with wreſting the Scriptures, 
as in their next clauſe. Such. are they that put them in the place 
of the light, and think, them the only way and means ippointed by 
God to eternal life. 
w. You may ſee who they judge to be moſt guilty of 
the Scriptures to * own deſtruction, a 
thoſe 
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chofe that think rheth the only Way, and means appoint» 
cd by God, both ta know and believe io Chriſt che Re. 
deemer to eternal Hife, and co Hive unto, God according 
to th Rule, <isis but the ſame with their der ying the 
Scriptures to be a Rule of faith and obedience, 
cenfuriag thoſe that make them che Rule of faith and obe- 
dience, as if by ſo doing men deceive themſel ver, and wreft 
the Scriptures to their own deftragion, Oh profane im- 

ety, and finfult* blindneffe chemfelves are involved in, 

r not receiving the truth in the love of it, &c. 

But I fee ſhall be coo large, and dre the Reader, if 7 
examine alk things of thefrs, which Is needleſſe, bec 
we have the ſame again and again in other worde, wh 
is anſwered already, a to the ſubſtance of them. But they 
tell me, Thou goeſt on in thy blind zeale, fecking ro 
maintain the Scriptures to be the only means to reveal 
Chrift az Redermer, and che only way in which God 
puts forth his Divine power to give light and life to 
men. ; 

To this they Anſwer. 

But who ert thou that wilt limit God to s way, and means of 
manifeſting his power and Spir't, who Bath promiſed to powre it 

on all fleſh, and that Sons end Daughters ſhall propbeſie, and 
76 viſiont Joel. 2. 28. And we wilneſſi bis promiſe fulfilled and 
ſulfiling, and knew that be will bave mercie on wem he will have 
mercy- | , 
ow. 1. *Tis true, God will have mercy on whom he 
will; but tlie. Queſſion is, whether God exerciſes his ſa- 
ving mercies of the Covenant to any in bringing them to 
falvation by Chriſt, without the Knowledge and uſe of 
the Scriptures : for bow can they belicye in him, of 
whom they have not heard, and how can they be ſaved, 

at do not at al believe in Chrift ? arhath been ſpoke to 
already, Rom. 10. And if our Goſpel be Rid, or with- 
held, it is to them that-periſh, 

2. The bleſſing of the Scriptures given to people; is 
a peculiar mercy to any people, and never was common 
unto all: God hath given Hit Lawes W 

reel, 
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Iſrael, as for the heathen, they bawe not knomn dis ways. 

o them was committed the Oracies of (Bed, the Cove - 
nant, and the promiſes; ahd the ſerviee of God and the 
Adoption, &c. but all others are without Christ, 
ſtrangers to the Covenant of promiſe, and without hope 
and God. in the world, Tp heſ. nc; And whion ſoerer God 
lbewes mercy unto, as to the end tô ſave: them, he ſhows 
mercy unto in giving chem che means he faves by r bd 
as is che end, ſo is the means appointed by the Lords 


t atis clear, that of 


and by them ap- 
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not go about to limit Gods powery but that in his wiſdome 
and good pleaſurt he may gi ve che ſame gifts again to men; 
but yet I am not bound to believe God hath, and doth 
give the ſame gits to theſe men that ſo boaſt, they bei 
not approved of God, in having gifts: of Tongues, an 
miracles;. as they bad; that applyed that of the Prophet 
tothemſelves. | I grant that all neceſſary gifts of the 
it unto ſalvation may have ſome footing from that 
promiſe, and ſo to the Gentiles. But this reacheth not 
the thing in hand, end is no more proper to them, than 
to the weakefd Chriftian that is renewed by the Spfrit of 


Grace. lu the moſ proper ſenſe, chat promiſe was ful- 
befſerh, AR. 


filled as Peter wit 2. 16. beve 1600. years a- 
goz but theſe oy. hay wineſſc it falfilling now, but they 
want not for bo to ſay any thing they have a mind 


unto. L 
Next, they hid me ſhew that Scripture that ſpeaks of 
a written word,” or thaticalls it the of liſe, quick, and 
— or\thet' atibutes wny ſuch things unto it, I bon ſoift, 
but if you canned, ſtop thy month. 

Anſw. Moſt abſurd is their firſt. What is the Scriptures 
but word ſrom the Lord, committed unto writing? and 
every; ſemence 'oÞ Sctipture is 4 written word: Whar is 
Scripture, hut the writings of the prophets, and Apofiles ? 
and what did they write but words? and what wert thoſe 
words, but the Inſpirations of God ? all Scriptures are 
— Inſpiration of God; as hath been quoted again 


And what will they make of that promiſe themſelves 
y=_m Joel a. — 2 that a written word, and all their o- 
. | 
The Apoſtles were the favour of death to ſome, and 
life to others, 2 Cor. 2. 16. But how was this, but as 
they were Miniflers of the Word? for were not as 
„ which. corrupt the word, &c. and the word is 
quick. and powerſull, Heb. 4.124 It's called the immor- 
tall ſeed, —— of God to ſalvation, Rom. 1. 16. 
David tells us, Thy word bath quiekned woe, and was light 
to 
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to his feet, che rejoycing of his heart, bis * 1 
ever, and giveth light and underſtanding to the fimple, 
Pſal. 119. 130. He witneſſeth chat Gods word is pure, 
therefore he loved it, yer. 140, It is endleffe to recount the 
— and bonour, and glorious eſteeme the ſervants 
of God have alwayes had of the word, av it is written; and 
they that deſpiſe this word ſhall be deſtroyed, N. 13.13. 
And let theſe wormes that are all along dim g, and 
detracting from the power and maj by of the Scriptures, 
beware, leſt being given over to deſpiſe the word, they be 
pollutedin their own gifts, and follow the imaginations 
of their own deluded hearts, to their utter raine, if God, 
by bis grace prevent it not. 
- Whereas in their fitſt Anſwer to the Queſtion in hand, 
— — of yeelding faichfull obedience to the righteous 
perfe& Law of God in the heart, in my reply, I told 
them that they build all upon the light within, and the 
Law of God writ in the heart, and the Inſpirations of 
Chriſt, and ſo make the holy Sctiprures ſuperfluous, and 
vf no uſe, whereas the writing of Gods Law in the heart 
fo a bl of the Covenant promiſed to the uſe of thoſe 
wayes and means God hath given'tothe Charch in order 
to that end ; his word and ordinances, the Inſtrumentall 
cauſe of this _— of , to whom he will; the 
w 


writing of his Law in the heart, _ bat the ſame with 
a new heart regenerate, and quickned by a Divine pow- 
er of ſpeciall grace, which ſoftens the hard uncircumciſed 
heart of man, and makes it pliable to receive the Words 
impreſſion, as ſtanding willing and ready to believe, and 
do what Jeſus Chriſt in the Rule of his word, would 
have him to do; being made willing in the day of his 
power upon the heart to yeeld ſalthſull obedience to all 
the Lawes and Ordinances of Chriſt revealed in his holy 
word. And to jumble 


— light, and Inf of Chriſt, and Law in 


one, are moſt confuſed notions of things 


that differ as much as- the efficient, and the effect, the 
giverand the gife, the will of God in commanding, and 


the 


together, as they, by ma- 
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rhe Dies, of God ovecruling the ſubject to a willing o- 
bedicncs a but let them tell us where the Scriptures ſpeak 
af a cighteaus perfect Law of God in the heart, either in 
all men, ar in forme; and who they are, that have ſuch 
a Law written within; Which of the Prophets, or Apo- 
ſles givea che diſcovery of a perſect Law in the heart, un · 
ta which, all aur obedience is to terminate as tha only 
Rate; Wen canner produce Scripture Authoricy ber , 
let them eo it a Law of their awan fancie, as to the 
end they intend it for, 
But they ſay in their laſt Anſwer to this in bnd. 

Dran the Proghety, . and 4gefiles me build, and Ci Jeſaes 
who hath enlightned cvery one that comes into the world, - the 
obief corner ſtene, tbaugb he be ſet u nought by thee, and, the 
builders, who wauld ſet the Scriptures in bis place, m 
the enlightener, and calls his light but an effet} of t 
light was before Scripture wa, and. wil lead them that 
out of darkpeſſe, te the knawledge, of. God. and eternell 
8. 12. Butthis Light i nt received. Ig the: mind and þ 
the Scriptute,, ne nher cat it be ted aut, 65 thou ba ſaid, 
it comes ſram Chriſt mbo is the g 7 his people Iſrael, ani the 
light of the Gender ſuch as then cal pagers, ; 
n ben thou, and «Ithat ogpaſe. the. light of Chriſt, ſball be 7 
ned, though yau can talk, of Chrift.s Red, and Mediator of 
his Spirit, «ud regenerating Grave, all which you are ſtrangers to, 
& 


c. 

Anſw. Let the indifferent Reader judge, how true it is, 
that they build upon the Prophets Apoſtles, while 
they have, and are denying, the holy Scriptures to be a 

ect Rule of faich and lience, and afhirme that the 
ght of Chriſt ia not received. by the Scriptures, 2 
they ſay, upon the Prophets, and Apoſtles they a 
and is nat tha writings: of the Prophets, and Apoſiles 
that Scriptum that exclude from receiving the lighe 
of Chrilt.in theirninds and heads, What Propheze and 
Apaſtles is che Church buily upon, if not __ hoſe 
1 the 
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Scriptures oppoſe the light of Chriſt, becauſe they are 
written to mate the clear diſcovery of Chriſt, as Redeem- 
er, and without which, not any can know him to any 
ſuch end? Bur it's charged upon me to be fault, in ma- 
king tbe Scripture an enlightener, and calls Chriſts light 
bac an eff:& of them. Auſwer, whetbes :I'ufed thoſe 
terms, Iam not ſure; this I ſaid, and cleared my ſelf in, 
that the Scriptures fimply conſidered of themſelves did not 
enlighten, nor convert as an efficient cauſe thereof, bur 
were appointed, and defigned of God to be the only In- 
firument and Veſſel of his Spirit, to conveigh the know - 
ledge of Chriſt as Redeemer to Joſt man, and without therm 
Curiſt i not known at all to any faving ends: or to this 


rpoſe I ſpake. I have proved that the Word doth give 
H 


to the ſimple: and David acknowledges i to be both 
,aad a light, Fl. 119. Beides, what ſoever makes 
mmifeſt, is light, but the Scoipeure doth make mmiſeſt 
what Chriſt is, and what be hath done and ſoffered, and 
for whom, and for what ends. So alſo they make mon e ſt 
barns and the wages thereof, what hobineſſe, and 
true Worſtip 


of God is, and how God will be ferved by 
all that ſhall be ſaved ; therefore the Scriptures aro 2 true 
light. It the Spicit of Chriſt doch give forth: light to 
men, then the Scriptures are a light to enlighten men , 
becauſe holy men writ them, as they were moved, and in- 
fpived by the holy Ghoſt, and all Scripture were given 
by Inſpiration'of God: and therefore dewy the light of 
$criprurer, and deny the light of the Spirit; for what 
the Scripture faich, the Spirit ſaith, they being the Re- 
velations,. and lnſpirations of the Spirit. And what may 
we think. of theſe fedacers, that under pretence of a light 
wickin, and a perſett Law of God in the heart, and the 
Revelations of Chrift in them, condewn nie for making 
ine Revelsciont ond Inſpirations of God in Scripture, 
a perfect Rule of faith and obedience? but we are ſure the 
Law of God which Scriptures teach, is perſect, holy, juſt, 
and good, and 2 ſure word; and the Infpirations ot 


God contained in Scriptures, are true as God —_ , 
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but as for that Law and Spirit, that cannot ſtand, unleſſe 
the Scriptures fall, it is eaſie to diſcern from whence it 
is. But ſay they, this light is not received from the 
Scripture, but from Chriſt, &. | 
Anſw. The light of Scripture, is the light of Chriſt, 
as allo the Scripture Miniſtry, by which alone Chriſt be- 
came a light to the Gentiles; and in that Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed a Miniftry of men, and given them gifts, and 
Authority to preach the Goſpell unto the Gentiles,' and 
by his _— hath made them ſucceſſefull, to turn them 
from darknefle to light, as in the Apoſtles age eſpecially ; 
Thus, and no otherwiſe is he ſent to be a light unto the 
Gentilesz for how can any believe in him of whom they 
never — as 1 — — 9 * what e- 
ver is t uthority in the uſe of means, is 
all one wich being wrought by Chriſt himſelf, co any 
that are ſober. And hencethoſe diſtinctions of mine, are 
grounded, of Chriſt,” more ſtrictly, and immediately ; and 
of Chriſt more comprehenſive, and in a mediate ſenſe, as 
he hath made the — of his preſence and bleſſing to 
thoſe Minifters of the Goſpell, that teach, and adminifter 
in the Charch all things, whatſoever Chrift hath com- 
manded to be done, Matth. 28. 19. He that walks in the 
midſt of the ſeven Golden Candlefticks, will be with the 
Scripture Miniſtry to the end of the World, untill the 
whole be gathered and united to their head, and made 
compleat in him. | 
ey ſay this light of Chrift cannot be blotted out as 
thou ſayſt, That which I ſaid, was a ſuppoſition thus. 
Suppoſe, that all the light of Chriſt as Redeemer, which 
you from time to time have received from the uſe of Scri- 
ptures, Miniſtry, Education, Diſcourſe, were blotted out 
of your mindsand heads, tell me what you could know 
of Chrift, as he is defigned of God to redeeme loſt man, and 
how the work of Redemption is wrought, more then 
the rude heathen, that never heard of his name. All 
that they Anſwer to this, is, That the light nan = 
or 
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blotted out, au hau ſalſt: But what Uigde is that; which 
cannoube blotted qu? 
Say they 1 

The light of Chriſt, that lends out of der hucſſe to the knoul:dye 
of God to eternall life, though they baue not the uſe of Scriptures, 
this light is net received into the mind and bead, from the Scrip- 
ture," neitber cannot he blotted out, hut it comes from Chriff the 
lipbt y rs Genu ilet, ſuch as thou calleſt Heatbens, who, many of 
them the work of the Law is their bearts, «nd (ball be excu- 
ſed, when thou, and all that oppoſe the light of Chriſt, ſhall be con- 


Chriftians, look about you, for the Deyil was neyer 
ſo bold, as nom; and1chink there is more of the Devil 
in ſo few lines, then ever were. writ by man before ; con- 
fider them well, 1 afſfuce you it's all their own, Was e- 
ver ſuch an abominable thing aſſerted amongſt Chriſtians ? 
The light of Chriſt, that leads out of darkneſſe to the 
knowledge of God, to eternal] life, is, not received in the 
mind, trom the Scripture, but from Chiſſ the Wäre 
Gentiles. As it che Scriptures were oppoſed to the light o 
Chriſt, or of no uſe to reveal Chriſt as R to the ſal · 
vation of loſt man. r 
ny you — — inns n to a 
Queſtion; namely, e lighc.of Chcif, wiabour the 
of Scripture, lead due ol Aube to the 19 
ledge of God, to eternali liſe, & c. even to the Gentiles, 
that never heard of Chriſt, nor believe in him to falvati- 
on. . wn does os what 2 tobe arm 2 2 
to the w and lay down his, obe a ranlome for 
may; and why did he ſhed his b — or many, for re- 
miſſion of — Cheiſts death and — £1 þ all in 
vain, forall the world from the beginning have had this 
kind of light, ſhewing the work of the law in their hearts, 
and do by nature the chings contained in the Law, | 
1. But let chem prove that this work of the Law, Is the 
light 'bf Chrift: chat Sim praphefied of, and the Pro- 
and «bat che Apoſiles icnelſed,, ſu}filled, by their 
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3. And 6 —4 prove — the work .ob the Lawn -in 
their hearts, leadg ont of datkneſſe to eternal} life. The 
Scriptures ſay the contrary-: By the works of the Law 
ſhall no fk(h be Jullified, nor * chere any png that can 
give life. . | 

J. And let unn prope har che work; * Law. in 
the heares of unbefieving Gentiles, 48: a ſpiruuall bleſſe- 
ing of the new Covenant; Heb: 8, which the Apaſile 3 

yed to the believing > Cburchz ſo did. the, Prophets. of 
0 1d time, Jer. 31. If they cannot prove theſe chere things, 
let ſhameftop' their tying mouth. 

s Chrift as he wav'promiſed.co- be „liche bf the 
Gin, Tal. 42:67; iv tg be underſtaod of A peculiar 
{pirituall Night, Chri "was — for- ſuch. a light, to the 
| Gentiler, 28 ſhould open rhe blind eyes, and bring, out 
5 nf, in he rg the Priſons and them chat. fic in dark» 
| and ſhadow of death aut. o the 
—1 Et in ie May of peace, Lal. 
ly wes ſulfilted in the Apoſiles, age, 
rift immediately, but by Chiifts. Au» 
them with 


7 8 

* how? dy 

glue Tubes 2 2 — or 
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o and truth. And in har they were. converted 
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DEED — — tened by him, becauſe hie 
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chem to that end, was 
In n ra — 40. 18. 25. 17, 18. who | 


Work; No ſeverall Texts doth witneſs 
Then hath God alſo to the Gentiles, grant - 
_ 

of the word, by Peter. Ad. 13. 46. 47. It was 
a Fo bor that. the word of Gab ſhould. firſt be preached 
g — I ha — 

8 "the — — 
ſor 15 — to — of — 2 


ce unto life, and this was wrought by;the 

mini 
ity Iq ar turn tothe Gen- 
ches to Chriſt, which was to be done by ther 
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miniſtry, by his Authority and command, Ack. 15. 14, 15 
16,19, 19. Peter bath declared how God at the firſt, did 
viſit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name, 
as it is written in the Prophets; that the reſidue of men 
mighe ſrek aſter the Lord ; and all the Geatiles upon 
whom jwy name 4s called, faith the Lord. Where- 
fore my (ſentence is, (ſaĩch James) that we trouble not them 
which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: and 
how were they turned to God? Not by alight immediate 
as the Quakers would, but by the miniſtry of the word; 
as further appears Ad. 26. 17, 18. as is witneſſed by the 
Apoſtle ral which received it from Chriſt himſelf; Chriſt 
Promiſed to appear unto him, delivering him from the peo - 
ple, and from the Gentiles; unto whom I now ſend thee, 
to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſſe to 
light, and from the power of Satan a e that they 
may recelve veneſſe of fins, and in heitance among 
them which are ified by faith, that in in me, working 
in them the ſame faith by the word, on which forgiveneſe, 

and eternal Hſe only depend; that is, faith io Chriſt. 
corny che blind eyes of the Gentile world, that were 
darkneffe it ſelf, and turn them to the true light; is the 
only work of ſeſus Chriſt, us he is: God : and yet Paul, as 
he was made a Minifter of the Gentiles,' he was ſent to do 
it, by rhe [preaching oſ the Goſpell: and the Lord 
wrought wonderfully by his miniſtry, to make the Gen- 
tiles ent by word and deed,: Rem. 15. 18, 19. How 
many Churches of the Gentiles, were gathered by the Prea 
ching of the Goſpel, came under Baptiſme, and all other 
known duties of Chriſtian obedience ?  Wasinot Chrift a 
light toall theſe beleeving Gentiles, in granting them re- 
penrance unto life, #s I quoted before? As for the other 
Gentiles which never heard of Chriſt, or hearing of him, 
rejeted him, they remained Aliens from the on- 
wealth of Iſrael, without Chriſt, and Covenant of pro- 
miſe, and hope, and God in the world, baving their un- 
derftandings darkned, being alienated from the life of 
God, through the ignorance that is in them, becauſe — 
of ITE "> 12 N | the 
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the blindneſſe of their hearts. Epbeſ. 2. 11. & f. 18. But on 
the other hand, how doth the Apoſtle admire and wonder 
at thoſe unſearchable riches of Grace to the Gentiles that 
belecved in Chrift Jeſur? Ye, who u ere ſometimes far off, 
are madenigt by the bloud of Jeſus ; therefore now ye 


are no more ſtrongers, and ſoreinets, but fellow. Ciri- 


zent with the Siints, and of the houſhold of God; and 
are built upon the foundation'of. the Apoſtles, and Pro- 
phere, Jeſus Chriſt being the chief corner-ſtone, in whom 
all the building, fiely framed tagetber ( Jewes and Gen- 
tiles) groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord, Hence 
fee what that building is, of whom Chriſt is ſaid to be 


the chief Corner-ftone, not the profane building of 


the pagan unbelieving world, that are built upon the 
Devill, and che vain imaginatiuns of their dark minds 
(as you Hard theſe Quakers | blaſphemipgly apply 
this text) but Believers, be they Jewes, or Gentiles, that 
2re built upon the foundation of the Prophets, and Apo- 
files, to them only is Chriſt the chief Corner · ſione, chap. 
2.19, 20, 21. If they have ears to bear, let them hear what 
the Spirit hath ſaid unto the Churches: and in particu- 
lar how Chriſt Jeſus hath enlightened and grafted the 
believing Gentiles into his vifible proſeſſing Church, and 
made them a peculiar choſen people to himſelf, diftin& 
and ſeparate from the heathen Idolatrous world. 

But it ſeems they are angry, becauſe in my reply, I told 
them, it will poſe them to prove that that righteous and 
perſett Law of God in their hearts (they ſo much pretend- 
ed to) to be of God; and not ſrom their idle brains. And 
good cauſe there was, that they ſhould be put to the 
proof thereof, they anſwering ſo deceitſully, and ſubtilly 
about the Authority of Scriptures, as I have ſufficiently 
diſcovered. 'Befides I bid them tell me plainly, whether 
the perfect La of the heart, to which all their obedience 
is bonnded, be the ſame perſect Law of God which the ho- 
Iy Scriptures teach, confiſting of precepts morall, and 
poſitive Inſſitutions of holy Worſhip, in force in the 
Apoſtolicall Churches, &c. Or, whether is the Law in 
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the heart different from it. If, ſay I, that in the heart be but 
the very ſame with the whole of Scriptures, then it will 
follow that the perfect Law and Rule of Scriptures is 
ſupe: fluous, and writ in vain. Then on the other hand 
if that in. their heart, be different from the Scriptures, it 
concerns them to prove it to be of God, and not from 
their idle brains. To that purpoſe | writ. 
Their Anſwer is, | 
Ve (perk, in plainneſie, as the Law of God written in our bearts 
direeth ws, which Law weknow i perfect, and a bleſſing of the 
everlaſting Covenant, which. thou talleſt of, but knoweſt not, being 
diſobedient, and abominable, Ce. 
_ t. What may we judge of that Law that iccuſeth 
another to be diſobedient and abominable, for propoſing 
rational queries, and d:manding proof of what they aſſert. 


2. Is their ſaying they know they have the perfe& Law 


. of God in their hearts 4 ſatisfying proot? Judge ye. Put 
* If this Law be but a bleſſing of the Covenant, then 
it is not the eternall word that made the world, as before 
they Anſwer upon the like occaſion upon the firft _ 
on, unleſſe they will confound God (that gives the blefling ) 
and the bleſſing given into one. 

Well, thry cake it for granted In flead of proof, That 

_ the perſed Law of God is written in their brarts ; by which thy 
Judge my error, who am pleading for that Law to be the ground of 
the Saints obedience, that made notbing per fed, ſay they. 

This is notable. Did I ever plead for that Law of 
Prieſthood, that were exerciſed in the ſacrificing beaſts, 
ſpcinklings of blood, which were but types of Chriſt, 
the bringer in of a better hope? Htb. 7. I ſay, did | 
ever plead this Law of Ceremonies, which were but a 
ſhadow of good things to come, the ground of the Saints 
obedience . Let them produce it, or elſe ceaſe thus to abuſe 
me with lying words. But if they will wickedly pervect 
the text, and judge me, for pleading the holy perſect juſt 
Lawes, and Inſtitutions of God and Chriſt, that Scrip- 
tures teach, the only Rule of the Saints obedience; as if 
theſe were to vaniſh, as ng nothing perfect, as is very 
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probable that's their ſenſe. Therefore no great matter, 


that] come under their cenſure, when the holy Lawes uf 
God revealed in che holy Scriptures, catinot eſcape theic 
flanders. Thus you may fee of what Spirit t ey are of, 
both by their forwardnefſe to cenſure, and faſſhood in 
their Anſwer. But then in the next paragraph, they have 
another Anſwer to the ſame thing where they yeeld, 
1. That the ferſed Lew in the beart, ic the ſome with that in 
Scripture, but under another Covenant. 
2. They (ay this petſed Law of God inthe beart, is in al that 
ne inthe new Covenant. | 
3+ Then they ſay, That this Law is perpetually ane and the 
ſame in all that have it, and it admits of ns addition, alteration, nor 
repcal. » 4 I i 
J. Where e ee and the .beart quickned by 
the grace of God, bis Law is writ in that beart. 
heſe four things, were occaſioned upon ſome qperſes 
put to them, , which for want of ty Copy I cannot directly 
tranſcribe : amongſt which Queries, one was, Whether 
this perfect l. aw in, the heart gives any Evangeticall diſto- 
veries of the perſon, natures, offices of Chtift; which they 
ſoy is an unlearned Queſtion, condemned by the light 
which gave forth the Scriptures, &c. | 
Reader mark, here they wake the Law in the heart 
the Rule which is perpetuall without repeal, as before, 
which directech them in anſvering; and' yet this 'Law is 
but a bleſſing of the new Covenant. Another while they 
ſay, the Spirit is the ſole judge, and only Rule, as you 
have heard. Another while che Iigbt of Chriſt, that en- 
lighteneth every one that comes into the World; anoher 
while the eternall word that was from the 12 
which made all things; and in their cloſe of all they ſay, 
written from. the Spirit of truth, who is che ſame in all 
the children of light. Thus you ſee, they make rhe Law 
written in the heart, and the Spirit of truth, ard the e- 
ternal word, all one; the Law which is promiſed, and 
given by that one God that made all things, is the ſame 
that mide all things. Again, one while they plcad he 
i wor 
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work ol the Law writ in the fiearty of all in che world; 


another while reſtrain i ohlj to thoſe that ate in the new 
Covenant, and regenerate, quickned by the grace of God; 
one While man by nature hach no r bim at 
4 bur 2 decke anoghe e ot. _— world are 
ighrened riſt, They pled a pet w within 
100 e fame wich the Lacs & God: in Scriptures, and 
et condemn me for pleading the Lawes and O:dinmces of 
Goa in Scripture for a Rule. t of the Seriptute made 


tothing perſect, ſay they, and yet confeſſe it the fame - 
(4 


with f ting eheart. Surely, either theſe are learned Pa» 
radoxes, or elſe abſurd contraditions : they way do well 


io cleacchemſclyes better, and ſpedk plain and dirtctiy to 


the things in hand. 
1. The Queſtion is till, where we read of a perſect Law 
of God He Brace and whete u un made the Role and 
ou e $ obedience, 
_— At Qu tion Is, Whether the Law in the'heart 
be under agother Covenant diſtinò from the petſect law 
of God, as declared in the Scriptute. 
3. And till the Qeſſion is, what tre ate to underftand 


by the Law of God in the heart, which is the ſame with 


Seriptures, whether the ten Commandements writ in Ta- 
bles of Stone, only, or all thoſe poſitive precepts of Go. 


ſpel worlhip, and obedience conjoyned with*them' al- 


ſo. — Ws 
J. And fill the Queſtion ie, whether the Lawn" the 
heart, without the uſe of Seriptures, make any evange- 
5 diſcoveries of the perſon, natures, and offices of 
riſt, as be is Redeemer of loft nan. 
And whether all ſhall be Cived that hive the Law vf 


2 God writ in thejr beacts by vertue 'of the tte Covenant, 
| or any be ſaved that live to years of diſeretlon, that know 


not Chriſt as the Serlpiutes teſlifie of hp, in order to 


, 


i the world to [ate Her. 


his coming in | | 
heſe queries have beet put to them, they will 
1 1 ole, directly, ob 75 wich 


and 


; u, of purpoſe to ide the Rrength of truth, —— 
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againſt them, ſhould they ſpeak out. They quote Pſat;1g.- 
7. to prove the Law of God to be perfcR in the heatt; 
bur David intended another Law, namely that of the Pro- 
hets. The Law of the Lord is perſect, converting the 
oul : the Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe 
the ſimple: the Statutes of the Lord are right, rejoycing 
the heart: the Commandements of the Lord are pure, en- 
lightening the eyes, “c | | x 
| have given my thoughts how the Law is writ in the 
hearts of Geds ſanctiſied people, and do grant the thing 
in all that are Godly by vertue of the new Covenant; 
which they accuſe me to deny, though falſely: but this 1 
deny, That the perfection of the whole Law of God is 
writ in any mans heart, ſo as ro know It, and do it, as 
it is written in the Prophets and Apoſtles. For as Paul 
"ſaith, We know in part, and propheſie in part, and ſee but 
darkly, 1 Cor. 13. 9.12. So in Janes, in many thingy 
we offend all. Beſides the Scripture doth nor ſay as they 
do, ol yeelding faichfull obedience to the righteous and 
perfect Law of God in the heart, and when ibey ſpeak not 
according to Scripture, it is to be rejected and diſowned, 
themſelves have granted in their Anſwer to the ſecond 
veftion. : 
And what that other Covenant ir, the Law in the heart 
is under, themſelves have often —_— to be the new 
Covenant, Fer. 31. Heb. 8. And will they deny the Lawes 
Statutes, Ordinances of God in force, writ in S.riptures 
to be a bleſſing of priviledge, as they are means appointed 
for man to uſe in order to that end of Gods writing them 
in the heart by his Spirit? Both the outward writing and 
the inward impreſſion, wrought by the power of Divine 
race, is from the ſame Covenant, witneſſe Deut. 4. 7,8, 9. 
or what Nation is ſo great, that hath God ſo nigh 15 
to them, as the Lord our God is, in all things that we 
call upon him for? And what Nation ſo great, that hath 
Scatutezand Judgements ſo righteous, as all this Law whith 
Moſes ſet 7 them? an i 10 he Warn them to 
keep their ſouls diligent] Jalcſt they forget the Lawes which 
2 N 3 was 
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their eyes have (cen, and left they depart from their hearts; 
but teach them thy Sons, and thy Sons Sons, and ſo on. 
Theſe words of the Law of God, they were commanded 
to get them in their hearts, and teach them diligently to 
their children, when they ſate in their houſes, and walk 
ed abroad, lying down, and rifing up, chap. 6. 6,7. 

Thus we may ſee that thoſe that have the Lawes of God 
are nigh unto God, and great above all other Nations, by 
way of priviledge. And to what end were the Lawes of 
God given unto them, and us, but that we ſhould know 
them, and do them for our good? chap. 10. 12, 13. See 
chap. 1 1. 18, 19 The uſe of the curward is a means of 
the inward, where God gives the bleſſing. And for thoſe 
that have not the benefit of the outward writings of the 
Prophets, and Apoſtles, or have them, and yet regard them 
not, a8 it u written, is too palpable a fign that they are 
ftcangers from the Law of God in the heart, «vic is a bleſ- 
fing uf the new Covenant. We know the wrictey Law 
was given to the people by the hands of a Mediator; and 
not againſt the promiſe, but ſubſervient to the receiving 
of the benefits, and bleſſings thereof, And therefore les 
them ſhew us what other Covenant that is to which per- 
tains the perfe& Law in the heart, diftin& from the ourward 
writing, and how the outward declaration is under one 
Covenant, and che Lawes of God in the heart, under a- 
nother, they being both the ſame, as is conſeſſed : but 
nhether they underſtand all the (ame in the beart; as is 
In-farce in the holy Scriptures; I ſuſpect, for they wave 
the anſwer of that, whereas the whole of what the Scri- 
pture plainly teacheth, is in the hearts of the Lords peo- 
ples to believe, love, and do, with an equall reſpect, as the 

— — they nd judge a 

By er di es they carp at, and j as 
anlearned, and to be condemned, which 1 do much ad- 
mire, knowing that themſelves are no to the 
phraſe, and ſenſe, nor unacquainted with thoſe Scrip- 
tures that give ſach diſcoveries of the perſon, natures, 
offices,.of a redeeming Chriſt, _ never any have attained 
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» Cor. 2, 10, 


unto, and diſc vered, eicher by word,or writing, which 
never had nor heard of the help of the Goſpel, as con- 
tained. in the Scriptures. And for them to condemne me 
for putting the Queſtion unleſſe 1 can prove by Scripture 
thoic things of Chriſt, argues their denyall of them, which 
to do, ſeems to me no leſſe, then to deny the true Chriſt, 
anointed ot God, and fitted to performe the work of mans 
redemption in his own body, once offered by the eter- 
dab Spirit, that he might bring finners to God. Had he 
not a body given him which was facrificed unto death, 
was buryed, roſe again, and aſcended into Heaven, as 
Scriptures witnefſe > And was he not a perſon ? Pidte's 
wife acknowledged him a juſt perſon, Matth. 27. 24. And 
Paul forgave in the perſon of Chriſt, and to his humane 
—— — 3 — — _ Saints — ſaid to 

retake: ol, in its iall an cullar workings upon 
— hearts: the aid made at, in that he — not 
the nature of Angels, but che ſeed of Abrabam, born of a 
Virgin, &c. truely God, and truely man in one perſon : 
and his offices of Prophet, Pricft, and King, ax evident, 
according to Scripture, that not any but lafidels,and ma · 
licious Apoſtates will deny. But I baften. And I doube 
not but that all chat bave the Law writ in their bearrs, 
by vertue of the new Covenant, ſhall be ſaved, that be. 
ing the ſame with a new beart regenerate, and quickned 
by thegrace of God, and not any other, although they 
have the uſe of Scriptures, much leſſe thoſe: that are des 
nyed the ordinary uſe and benefit thereof, a8 they reveal 
Chriſt the Redeemer to the world, without knowing, and 
believing in, ſhall periſh. | 

But Chriftians, I pray you mark what « Chriſt theſe 
men fancy to — as Redeemer, that have con- 
demned me with the light that pave forth the Scripture, 
for querying whether the light that 3s in all in the world, 
gives the diſcovery. of the-perſon, natures, and offices of 
Ghrift, unleſſe the Scriprures-doe prove them, why do 
not they know that the Scriptures do give this Goſpell 
difcovery; if they. will own it, a» Lm ſure they — 
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be ignorant of it? Why do they put me to the proof, 
condemning the Query, as unlearned, becauſe Lask whe- 
ther thoſe that have not the uſe of Scripture, have a ſuf- 
ficient Goſpel light to give this diſcovery ? If they deny 
it, (as I believe they do) then judge what a Chrift they 
frame in their imaginations, that is without perſon, na- 
-cures, and offices, whether he be that very ſame Chriſt 
that was equal with God, and took upon him the forme 
of a Servant, made in the likeneſſe of men, and bein 
found in the faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, ay 
became obedient unto death, even the death ofthe Croſſe, 
Phil. 2. 7, 8. That ſuffered in the fleſh, the juſt forth: un- 
juſt, to bring us unto God, 1 Pez. 3. 18. Itell you, did not 
theſe deceivers fear the Authority of man, that hath pur 
forth an Act againſt Blaſphemy, more then the Authori- 
ty of God in Scripturet, they would ſpeak out in plain 
terms, and deny the perſon, natures, and offices of Chrift, 
and ſo deny Chriſt himſelf, who is not at all a' Mediator, 
and Redeemer on the behalf of loſt man, but by his per- 
ſoh, natures, and offices, &c. And therefore it is wel that 
fear of man will ſtop the mouth of blaſphemy. But 
mark, they cannot condemn the Q1eftion- as unlearned, 
by the Authority and light of Scripture, which are an- 
doubtedly the Inſpirations of God; but their inſolence 
carries them higher then the light of Scripeare Inſpira- 
tions, namely, to a light in themſelves, by which they 
condemn the myſteries of Chrift in the work of Redem- 
ption, which the Scriptures ſo plainly teach. But what 
light is this, that condems the query? 
They anſwer, the light that gave forth the Scriptures. 

Reply. God is light, and the Scriptures are the Inſpi- 
rations of God, doth it follow that the light in man, is 
that God that gave the Scriptures ? when can you prove 
that che light in man gave forth the Scriptures? if you 
cannot prove it, by what Authority do you affert it? 
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The Fourth Queſtion propeunded. 


Wiz" that light of Conſcience, which is more or 
leſſe, in all ſince the fall, be the Remainder or Re- 
liques left in man, of the firſt Adam, in reference to the 
Covenant of works, or whether common to all from the 
Redemption of the ſecond Adam, as flowing from tht 
Covenant of Grace, or bowelſe. Idefire your clear An- 
wer. R 

The Quakers Anſwer, 

Man in his fallen eſtate bath not any light remains in him, to 
guide him to do any thing pleaſing to God, as be ſtands in the ſlate 
of corrupt nature, for all bis righteou/neſſe is as filthy ragi, The 
light that convincetb men of the evill of their hearti, and diſcovers 
the 9-0" o of their own Righteouſneſſe, is the light that-comes 

Chriſt, the true light, that lighteneth every one that cameth 
into the world, Joh. 1. 9. And ibis light is not common te wen 
by nature, it is the great gift of God bis grace, that hath appeared 
unto al] men, &c. Tit. 2. 11. 

My Reply. 

The Anſwer to my fourth Queſtion, is in the negative 
in the ficſt deny ing that man hath any light in him, 
at all, to pleaſe God in the ſtate of corrupt nature, and 
this L judge a truth, though not proper to the Queſtion, 
which is not of doing to pleaſe God, but of whence that 
lightis, that all have, you talk of, which in the ſecond 
part you anſwer is from Chriſt, according to Joh. 1. 9. 
and yet not common to all men by nature, but is the 
great gift of God, &c. which Anſwer I charged with a 
coatradiction ;; becauſe all are lightened by Chriſt that 
come into the world, as you quote, and yet ſay, man in 
corrupt nature hach not any light in him, nor is it com- 
mon to men by nature, when it's certain that men come 
into the world by naturall birth. 

But to reconcile theſe, they Anſwer. 
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T hat man in corrupt nature is dar kneſſe, but Chriſt lightneth eve 

ry one, and bis light ſbines lin darkneſſe, and maker manifeſt 
what ever is reproved. Though we deny that the light 
which convinceth for fin is of corrupt man, yet we affirme it to be 
gore man in Chriſt. And this is che ſubſtance of what is 
{aid, | 
t man in corrupt nature ſhould be darkneſſe in the 
abſtract, and hath not any light in him: and that man 
in the ſame eſlite is Iighiened by Chriſt, and that with 
ſuch a light too, that if it be owned and loved, will 
lead out of darkneſſe to eternall life, as they affirme, let 
them that are ſober judge how theſe agree together. Such 
cannot do any thing to pleaſe God, and yer: have that 
within them, that will lead them out of datkneſſe to eter- 
nall life, * which is the greateſt acceptation of favour God 
gives to man. Then they conclude, For though we de- 
ny the light which. convinceth of fin, to be of corrupt 
man, yet ſay they, We affirm it tobe given to man in 
Chrift, who is the life, and enlighteneth every one that 
comes into the world. But how can they affirme that 
all men in corrupt nature are. in Chrift, and ſo en- 
lightened by him, when the Scriptures ſpeak contrary, 
as Epheſ. 2. 11, 12. , Wherefore remember, that ye being 
in times paſt Gentiles in the fleſh, that at that time ye 
were without Chrift, and ſtrangers co the Covenane of 
Promiſe, having no hope, and without God in the world. 
They were ſometimes darkneſſe, but now are they light 
in the Lord, ſince they embcaced the Doctrine of faith, 
that the Apoſtles preached, and lived in Chriftian obe- 
dience, they are ſaid to be light in the Lord: Contra- 
diſtin to the other Gentiles that walked after the vanity 
of their minds, chap. 4 17, 18, 19. And there are ſome 
that are not in the faith,nor new creatures, which all are, 
«nat are in Chriſt,as 2 Cor, 5. 17. chap.13.5. And how can a- 
ny be ſaid to be in Chriſt but by faith, which all men have 
not? 2 The. 3.2. And how did the Apoſtles by their preach- 
ing open blind eyes and turn them from darkneſſe to light, 
by the command & power of Chriſt, if they had the 1. — 
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Chriſt, and in Chriſt, as before, which hath been ſpoken 
to, as Chrift is the light of the Gentiles, according to 
Scriptures ? By this you may fre how clear they come off, 
in what I have charged them with. To ſay that man in 
the ftate of corrupt nature hath not any lighe at all js 
not true, but it is true, that a man in that eftate can- 
not do any thing acceptable to God, as thoſe that are re- 
newed by grace. The former without doubt have the 
light and uſe of true reaſon, and underſtanding faculties, 
though corrupted; and as the light of reaſon preſents 
things to the Conſcience, good or evil, doth the Conſci- 
ence actuſe or give quiet to the mind of man in all his 
actions. Hende the Gentiles by nature do the things con- 
tained in the Law, and are a Law unto themſelves, Rem. 
2. 14, 15. The Apoſtle doth nor ſay that they doe the 
things contained in the Law, by Grace in Chriſt Jeſus , 


, as you ſay and wiineſſe in your next: But he faith, they 


do the things contained in the Law, and ate a Law to 
themſelves by nature, ſim 11 will you ſay that what 
they did by nature, they did by Chrift, and wherein they 
were a Law to themſelves, Chriſt was that Law to them ? 


| Surely, no, unlefſe you have an art to make the nature of 


man corrupted, and Chriſt, both one: that the being and 
nature of man, is of Chriſt uncorrupted, as all things are 
which he hath made, may be granted, for in him we live, 
move, and have our being. And as the reaſonable ſoul is 
created and given, it may be ſaid to be of God, and the can- 
dle of the Lord: but in mans fallen eſtate, this ſoul, the 
candle of the Lord, is fo perverted, and under blindneſſe, 
and obliquity,that not any fleſh can be juſtified, and ſaved 
by any works of the Law, but by faith in the blood of 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſhed for many for remiſſion of fins. There 
is not any that doch poor, no not one, all have finned,and 
are deprived of the Glory of God, Rem. 3. How Chriſt is 
che light of the Gentiles, and for ſalvation to the ends of 
the earth, that have not the letter, as they again, is an- 
ſwered above, and what followes, I deny, namely, And 
not any other light leads ts do the things contained in the law, be- 

cauſe 
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cauſe, thoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, were of thoſe other Gen- 

tiles, that were alienated from the life of Chriſt, through, 

the ignorance that is in them, darkneſſe. 
But they go on, and (ay further, 

But this light ef Cbriſ deth not only lead to the righteouſneſſe of 
the law, as thou [ayſt; but it leads through the lam, to Gbriſt Fee. 
ſw, in whom juſti ficaliou is witneſſed; who i the end of the law, 
for righteouſueſſe to every one that believes, Rom. 10. 4. 

Anfſw. The main ſcope and end ot the Law, is this, to 
require of man a cighteouſneſle. ſuitable in his own per- 
ſon, as he i Gods. creatures! unto it: but man being ne- 
ver able 0 come up to this end, in bla; fallen 4ſtates and 
ſo, by coming ſhort of righteouſneſſe, he, Alle ſhort of 
life. Jeſus Chriſt vas ſent in the Jikeneſſe of ſinſall fle ſu, 
and for fin, or by a ſacriſice for ſm, condemned fin in the 
fleſh, | And on theſinners bebalf, is the end of the Jaw for 
righieouſneſſe, that by his coming up ts the end oh dhe. 
law; poor finners that believe in him, e haye rights 
'oulnelſe and life : But what is this to them that hae n 

" heard of Chrift, nor known his name, nor. believed in him 
in truth at all. bn 20 IN 

The Apoſtle ſaid as I, That the Gentiles by nature, do 
the, things contained in the Law he no where calls this 
Law in chemſclves, the light of Chriſt promiſed, nor 
doth he ſay what they do by nature, leads through the 
Law to Chriſt, nor any other Scripture, as you affirme.. 
Well may 1charge you with contuſed notions, if you ean 
no better clear your main. ſundamentall. Did you ever 
read of going through the Law to Chriſt ? Muſt a. ſinner 
go through it in perſett obedience, till nothing remains, 
to oblige him further? And is this the way to Chriſty in 
whom juſtification. is witneſſed. only? I thiak thoſe 
that can do ſo, will ſee but little need of that true Cheriſh 
who juſtifies the ungodly, and came into the world to ſave 
ſigners. And whecher 5 or you be alienated from the life 
of Chriſt (as you cenſure me) according to Scripture, let tha 
ſober judge. 

And whereas I ſaid in my Reply, the light which is 

com 
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common to man in corrupt nature, doth make diſcove- 
rics of the eternall Deity, and of the righteouſneſſe con- 
tained in the written law of God; but diſcovers no- 


nefſe to eternall lle, Jeb. 1. 9. Which I ſhall endeavour 
next to examine your ſtrength, and give in my Anſwer, is 
the main one. / 

1. That all the light in the World, whatſoever 
tion, or confideration, kind, or degree it can come nie, 
is from Chrift, the eternall word that made all things, is 
an unqueſtionable truth. 

2. And that he is the only procuring cauſe of that ſpi- 
rituoll light and life to man, without which not any can 
be ſaved. — 2 tf | 

3. And that this ſpiritusll licht end life is in himſelf, 
as in the fountain, and he the principal efficient, enlight- 
ning,and quickning whom be will, is by me as caftly yeeld- 
ed: but whether 1 — Chriſt the eternall ſon of God, 
the only Mediator between a holy God and finſull man, 
doth enlighten every man that is in che world with ſuch 
« ſufficient light ot his Spirit, that whoſoever will but 
heed, and obſerve it, to obey, it will lead them out of the 
darkneſſe of corrupt nature to eternall life. '- Whether they 


have 


— 
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have the uſe of: Scriptures, or not the uſe of them, is the 
Queſtion to be diſputed from this Text, Fob. 19. And my 
Anſwer is in the negative to it, oppoſing it, as very un- 
ſound, eſpecially when the negle& of neceſſary means is 
pleaded, and an immediate light, and power of Chriſt 
only pretended and urged. 

And yet ſomething is to be premiſed too. 1 yeeld that 
all men have ſo much light or means of light offered and 
afforded, that ſhal leave all men without excuſe before 
the great Tribunall. of Jeſus Chriſt; where men ſhall not 
be condemned for what they could not do, and be, but for 
not doing, and doing things they ſhould not, and had 
power and light to do, and forbeare, but would not, ſuch 
a corrupt thing is man in his fall, that he will not, though 
he may do better, in order to his eternall wellfare. Who 
amongſt unregenerate men can ſtand to plead it with God ? 
and ſay, Lord, I have done my utmoſt to torſake my fins, 
and turn to thee, in the uſe of all thoſe, helps, and means, 
enjoyed with conftancy and diligence, to the utmoſt of my 
power, time, and place, aud yet thou haſt denyed me thy 
Grace of acceptance unto life, and condemneſt me for 
that which I had not power at all to do, and be? God 
cannot be ſaid to be behind-band with any, nor doth the 
work ſtick at him, while men careleſſely negle& to do 
what they bave ꝓower to do, in the uſe of thoſe advanta- 
ges God glves to any. Although 2 mouth ſhall be fc 
ped, and all ftand guilty before God, that periſh, yet it 
will not follow as in the Queſtion, that all have a ſuffi- 
ciency of light, and power of Grace, by Chriſt to come 
out of darknefſe, to eternall life; which is a wide diffe- 
rent thing, which not any Scripture teacheth, but dif- 
owneth, by evident demonſtrations: nor can this Scri 
ture in band, be urged further then will agree with che 
proportion of faith. And in as much as our adverſaries 
own this Text of Scripture for the rule of theit opini- 
on and practice, and ſome others . it dpth oblige them 
to own the whole of, Scriptures, beca . che ſame Spirit 
is the Author of the wag, as. of thoſe few Texts they 


build 
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build upon. And for them to deny the Scriptures for a 


perlect Rule, and in the mean while are fo ſliſſe in urgin 

ſome particular Texts as this in hand, and S wear not at all 
and Call no man Maſter, and Salute no man by the way, 
The Spicit ſhall guide you in all truth, You ſhall not need 
to teach one another, &c. is a contraction in its ſelf, 
and a ſpeaking lies in hypocrifie, as ever were known, 
But now I come to the words themfelver, That was the 


| grue light, which ligbteth every man that comes into 


the world: this true light is to be underſtood of Chriſt, 
God and man, is ctear, for it was fpoken of him whom 
Jobn was ſent to bear witneſſe of. The'Evangelift faich, 
that Jebn was not that light, which thined in durkneſle, 
&c. but was ſent to bear witneſſe of chat Light, verſ. 8. 
And yet we know Job is calleda burning and a ſhlaling 
light too, which is to be emderftood minifteriatly, as he 
Was wo and fent to prepare the way, and give the pre- 
fent diſcovery of the very perſon of Chriſt, to the 

of the Jewes, (who had generally a\good non of Fern 
that he was « true Prophet) that ſoull men | 
might bellere. But why is Chrift called chat true light 
fingularly, beyond Fobn who was a true light to all men, 
to bring them to believe in Chriſt ? Becauſe Chriſt hath 
all light and life in himſelf originally, and enlightens o- 
thers, 28 an efficient of himſelf, being God: but Jh 
but his Inftrument, and Meffenger, and recelyed all from 
him, for the carrying on that work he was ſent todo; 
ſo that it's true of Jobn, that his perſon and office was a 
true ſhining light in bis place; but Chriſt, in his perſon 
and miniſtry, for as much as he was more then man, is 
that true Tight indeed, that gives light of himſelſ to light 
en the world: as if he had faid there's not a man in the 
world but wharſoever Night he hath, or good, under that 
notion, he hath rece it from Chrift, Indeed be is 
the very Soul of the world, upholding all things by his 
wer, for his Elefts ſake, that they may be gat 

inofelf. But the Text doth not fay, that he enlighten- 
«h every one in the world wich-a ſpirigal light, fuffici- 


* 
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ent to eternall life and happineſſe: if they will but mind 
it. There is ſomething in the word lighteth, which had 
reſpe& to the preſent time, noting ſome benefit given to 
the world, which never was before, accordingto Fob. 3.19. 
And this is the condemnation, chat light is come into the 
world, and men love datkneſſe rather then light. As 
the preſent mercy, and benefit of Chriſts coming into the 
world (in his perſon, and immediate miniſtry, conficm- 
ed by bis works of miracles) were a greater light to di - 
re& them, and lead them out of darknefie:to God; {6 


their condemnation was thereby in their reſu- 
Gall; loving darknefſe before the ons of this true 
lighe. lighteth, is rather an outward light, a 


borrowedexpreffion taken from a Torch or Candle, which 
have their uſe in an outward ſenſe. And we know Joby 
bare witnefſe of Chrift in his perſon, and office unto which 
he was deſigned of the Father, in making him the Lamb 
of God, chat taketh away the fins of the world: and he 
bare witnefſe to chis very end, that through his Teſtimo- 
ny all men believe in him. Had the Apoſtle meant 
as they would have it, he would have put in more words, 
Ichink, and not left it fo obſcurely to that end 
would build on: for whether this Text proves any fi 
thing az Chrifts inward enlightening and quickening by 
his Spirit, in the fouls of men unto liſe, is to me a great 
Queſtion, though a clear tcuch from other Texts: for 
this light is ſaid co ſhine in darkneſſe, but the darkneſſe 
comprehended it not; he came unto his own, but they 
received him not. The ſewes were counted his own, as 
being the only people of God, in proteflion, and Cove- 
nant, and yet they are accounted datkneſſe, in regard of 
their incredulity, in not receiving him; for where Chriſt 
enlightneth and quickneth ſpiritually any foul with his 
grace, all principles. of rejeſting and refiſtings of Chriſt 


and his word, are remoned, and darkneſſe expelled: as 


lighe- comes into any ſoul, darknelle goes out, it being 

nothing elſe but the abſence of light : and thereſote l 

think — the lighs of his — 
| 2 
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fon made ficſh, bis miniſtry and miracles, and all other 
means, which by his Authority are appointed to bring 


men to tcue ſaich in him, to ſalvation ; as many as be- 


Heved in him, he gave power to become the ſont of God, 
and not any other. And we know how the Apoftles un- 
derſtood the enlightening of the Gentiles,” were by their 
Miniſtry, in Gods granting them repentance unto life, and 
turning them from the darkneſſe of paganiſme, to the 
lighe of Chriſtianity thereby as Scriptures teach, as hath 
been proved. The main object ion of- theirs-againſt this 
ſenſe is this, Chriſts perſon, miniſtry, miracles were not 
known to every man, therefore every man could not be 
lighted fo. Anſwi By World may be underſtood that 

rtof the world where Chriſt was, and is made known 
by vertue of his word; Chriſt was in the world, and 
the world was made by him, and:yet he was not in all 
paris of the world; and ſo he was in the world, and 
the world knew him not, cannot be underſtood of the 


whole world, for ſome did know him; who he was, and 


for what end he came into the world. So, ic is ſaid that 
Chriſt baptizeth, and all men come to him; here el muſt 
be underſtood of many in thoſe parts. And ſo the Apo- 
ile ſaith, Job was ſens of God to bear witneſſe bf the 
light, that all men through him might believe : this muſt 
neceſſarily be under ſtood with limitation, for all men did 
not know, nor ſo muck as he of Jebn, for he bare this 
witneſſe only in _ 
Again they ſay, 

T bat John bare record of bi life and light; from which thoſe 
works proceeded,” and not of his perſon, and we know, ſay they, 
thet bis record is true, which proves thee @ lyar,who ſaith be bare 
record of bis perſon, maniſeſt in the fleſh, and the lie reſti upon thee, 
umill thou prove it. 

Anfw. By this you may conceive that they deny the 
2 Chriſt, and fo conſequently Ebrift himſelf; as 

u a Saviourfor ſpiricuall life and light, were not capa- 
ble of death, ſhedding of blood,undergoing the curſe, and 
treading the Wine-prefle of his fathers wratb, a ſacrifice 2 
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fin, for che redemptioo, pardon, and ſal ration of: finnere. 9 


Did not John bear record of his perſon, when he ſaid to 
the people (as Chriſt came towards them) Behold the. 
— of God, that taketh away the fins of the orld? 
Job. 1. 29. 36. And Jobn baptized bim with water, and 
according to an immediate word and fign given of the 
Lord, he ſaw, and bare record, that this, Chriſt was the 
Son of God, verſ. 33, 34. And this is be of whom Laid, 
After me cometh a man, which is preſerred before me, 
verſ. 30. And did Jobn give record that he was a man 
whom be baptized with water, and talked with, and 
pointed at, and yet bare no record of his perſon 2? could 
he be a man, and not a perſon, the Son o God, and nðt 
a perſon, when he is ſaid, to be the expreſſe Character of 
his Fathers perſon? Heb. 1. 3. Thus you fee in reſpe&t 
of his Divinicy, and Humanity, he is called a Perſon : 
Aude that which I have ſaid beiore, and: then / judge who 
is che lyar- The Jewes themſelves, how malicious ſoever, 
could not deny his peefon,. but they denyed that this 
juſt perſon — was the true Meſſiah, promiſed in 
the Prophets: and therefore they with bitterneſſe op- 
ſed him, as a decelver, a'falſe Chriſt, &c. But Chriſt 
told them, If you believe not that I am be, you (hal die 
in your'ſins. What He is this, and not à perſon? Bur 
enough hach been'ſpoke to this, to diſcover their folly 
and madneſſe unto al}that are ſober. His lite and light, 
and perſon, is inſeparable ; but he is not any other- 
wayes a light, and comfort, and Saviour to loſt finners, 
but by his incarnation, taking mans nature, bearing ou 
fins, ſatisfying offended!juftice by che ſacrifice of himſelſ, 
and hath obtained an eternall redemption, for us -there- 
by. And bethat doth not believe in him thus, as che 
Scriptures hold him forth a Redeemer, by ſuffering in his 
own perſon, in the behalf and ſtead of loſt finners, for 
their eternall redemption, believes nothing at all of Chriſt 
unto eternall liſe, whatever other notions or fancies are 
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What theſe mens fancies are of Chriſt, what be in and 
how he redeemt, and ſaves finners, who can certainly tell ? 
They own not bis » his natures, his offices of Pro- 


pbet, Prieft, and King, as the Scriptures reveal of him, in 


the performance of that great work of mans: . 
What do theſe: people underſtand, what Jeſus Chriſt chat 
came Into the world (made fleſh, and a curſe too) to fave 
finners, is ? Do they think that be was a meer light wich- 
out a vifible ? and do they think that he ſaves not hy 
ſuffering, but by lightning, and with ſach a light that all 
have too ? When we know, the greateſt part of the world 
have no other light but the rationall underſtanding facul- 
tles of their oun ſools, which is able co underftand fore. 
thing of God, by the things which he hath made, and 
d to de the things contained in the Law, and ſaid to 
be a Law to themſelves, &. But Is this litele of 
reaſon. (ſubſeſt to error and vanity ) Chrift in the 
Redeemer, which, when put in ay — wich Chriſt 
indeed, and the Chriſtian proſeſſion of him is called dark- 
neſſe, and a ſtate of alienarion from his life, through the 
ignorance that Is in them, as hath been proved? Truely 
I fear that they believe ho other Chriſt then the rational 


ſoul of evety man, accounting that the pure nature they 


talk of; and the eternall word, uncreate, the ſame with 
God, and thut every one is Chriftin fleſh. And alt 


I know they will lie, as I rave made it manifeſt, yer t 
will very hardly in plaln terms deny this, which I fa 
pect they hold. And we ſhould have heard of many Chrifts 
amongſt us before now, but ſor that Act agalaſt blaſphemy, 
which they cannot get deybnd. But I proceed. 
Tue Lord jeſus ſaich of J. that he was a burning and 
a ſhining light, which the Jewes rejoyced in, for a (eaſon, 
o.4, 35. which is to be underſtood of his miniſtry, 40 
t of God, to be the Prophet of the moſt higheſt, to pre- 
pare his 'wayesz and to give knowledge of ſal vation to his 
people, &c. and to give light to them that fit in darkneſtʒ 
and in the ſhadow of death, and to guide their ſeet in the 
way of peace, Luk 1. 76, 77, 79. So allo Chriſt ſaich 
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of his Diſciples, andfollowers, that they are the light of 
the world, and commands them ſo to improve it, chat 
others may be enlightened by them, that they may glori- 
fie God, Matth. 5. 14, 18, 16. And yet all cls light is to 
be underſtood of an outward diſpenſation by words, or 
works, to the world. So again, Chriſt js called the ligha 
of the world, Job. $. 12. and be ſaitb, Iam come a light. 
into the world, that whoſoever believes.in me, ſhould not 
abide in darkneſſe, Fob, 12, 46. Adde to this Ib, 3.19. 
His aftual coming into the world in perſon, to exerciſe 
bis miniſtry, and the diſpenſat ion of his migbty works, is 
to be underſtood of ſuch a light that never was in the 
world before, which was vifible, and convincing co men, 
as rationall and ſenfible creatures: and thereſoce, thoſs 
that did not receive him, and own his perſon, in order 
to ſalvation, had no cloak ſor their ſin, but were leſt 
wichout all excuſe, he doing as never any did: this viſi - 
ble lighe was the condemnation of thoſe that reſuled jt. 
And hence it is, that Chriſt ſpeakivg of dus deeth to the 
ple, ſald unto them, Yer a litt le while is the light with 
you, walk while you have the light, leſt darknelle come 
upon you, while ye bave the light, believe io the Jigbt, 
chat is, in his perſon, and name, which is called light:; 
for, it was- the ſame that: Chriſt aid ſhould be liſted up, 
fignifying what death he ſhould die, and:ſo the people 
vnderſiood it, 28 appears Jab. 12. 34, 355 36. Or. And 
la the fame ſenſe it was ſoretold by the Prophet Jaiab, 9. 
1,2. The Land of Zebulun, and Naphteli, by the way of 
the ſea beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. The peo- 
ple which ſate in darkneſſe, ſaw a great light, and to them 
which date in the Region, and ſhadow of death, light is 
ſprung up. Then to this, compare Matth. g. 1 2. to the 17. 
there you may ſee bow the Evangeliſt applies that pro- 
pheſie to the very perſon and preaching of Chriſt. When 
Jeſus heard that Jobn was caſt in priſon ( he knew his work 
was ended) heleſt Noxoreth, ant) came; and dwelt at Ca- 
pony which iis upon the ſta coaſts, in the border of 


and Naphtdli ; that it might be ſulfilled which was 
ſpoken 


2 — 


"2 


_ 


li. > Wo 
80 
76. 


rr 


A Vindication of ſame Queſtions oy 


K» 


ſpoken by the Prophet Iſaiæ, repeating the ſame wordt, 
and then obſerves, That from chat very time Jeſus began 
to preach, and to ſay, Repent, for the Kingdome of hea- 
ven is at hand ; and this Jeſus thus preaching, is the ful- 
filling of chat propheſie. By theſe quotations it is evi- 
dent as the light of the Sun, that his perſonall miniſtry, 
and mighty works, hie Authority, commands, upon the 
earth, in ficting, and ſending others to preach externally, 
is called the light of the world, which, all that refuſed 
and rejected, was their condemnation, And that thoſe that 
believed and received, ſhould not abide in darknefſe ; intimating, 
that all thoſe that received not this vifible miniſtry, acted 
by bis-own perſon and Authority, were in and under 
darkneſſe, and condemnation : and we know, what he be- 
gan, was carryed on by his Authority and commiſſion, 
in the Apoſtolicall Churches, and hath made his pros» 
miſe, to be with his Church, in giving them Paſtors, and 
Teachers, and his preſence to the end. Compare Math, 
28. 18, 19. with Epheſ- 4. 22, 13. No then [ (ay, if the 
vifible miniſtry of Chrift, in the dayes of Chriſt ani his 
Apoſtles upon earth, were the light ofthe world, then it 
is till, though not in the ſame perſons, yet in their Aus 
thority, and wricings, tranſmitted and derived from themg 
tde Churches of the believing Gentiles being built upon 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, 12 Chriſt the chief corner 
flone, all the bullding from the beginning to the end is 
compleated hie Authority, and powerſull working 
in the uſe of thoſe means himſelf hath appointed, and te- 
vealed: onceyou ſee it was ſo, it remains ſo ſtill, unleſs 
theſe bold pretenders:to an immediate light of Chriſt to 
all men in the world can clcarly prove by the Authority 
of Scripture, the time and age when thls light of the 
world was repealed, if they cannot, I hope their lying 


'mouthes will be and that they will ceaſe deceiv- 


= "the light of the world by col 
Again, iſt was ight e world, by com 
into the world in perſon, in the dayes of his fleſh, — 
was the Son of man, and that great Prophet 9 
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of, to our fathers, as ſaith Peter, AR. 3. 21. A Prophet 
ſhall che Lord raiſe up unto you, of your brethren, him 
ſhall you hear in all things, whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto 
you. And ir ſhall come to paſſe, that every foul that 
will not hear that Prophet, be deftroyed 5 and by 
this Prophet he — wma oe” br won God, whom 
God raiſed, and ſent him to the Jewes firſt, in tarn- 
ing them from their iniquities, ver. 36. 1 fay if Chrif 
was thus the light of the world, as I have cleared, and 
which our gteateſt Adverſaries will be forced to confeſle, 
if there be any light in them, then ic will follow, 

1. That John 1. 9. is to be undetſtood with limitation, 
and is not univerſall, to every; man that ever was in the 
world; becauſe Chriſt was not in all ages, and places of 
the world, in his perſon and miniſtry, and powerfull 
workings viſibly. This is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men love darkneſſe rather 
then light: this is from the ſame pen, and muſt be under 
ſtood of the ſame light that he calls that true light; ny 4 
1. 9. By which words of Jahn, 3. 19. is evident, is to 
underſtood of Chriſt himſelf, in perſon, as he was the 
Son of man, and the Son of God ſee verſ. 14. 16, 17. 
This yery diſcourſe to the 22, verſe, is arelation of what 
Chriſt himſelf ſpake, occafioned by that Queſtion of Ni. 
codemws, ver. 4 God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believes in him, 
ſhould not periſh, &c. God ſeat not his Son into the 
world, to condemne the world, but that the world 
through him might be ſaved; and he that believes not in 
him, is condemned already: And then foHowes verſe. 19. 
Which light is himſelf, then come into the world; as 
the former verſcs read, ſhew. And hence you may ſee , 
that this advantage the people of the Jewes had of Chrifts 
corporall preſence amongſt them, preaching the Kingdome 
of God unto them, was ſuch a light as never was in the 
world before, and their not believing in this light was 
their condemauation ; and for any now, not to believe in 


the very ſame perſon, the = of Sd, che true light 
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dome repeat the whole words, but uſua 


of the world, both by his immediate perſon manifeſt in 


the fleſh, and by his Authority and Spirit flowing trom 
the ſame Chrift, immediately revealed in his word, can- 
not be ſaved: and to have the light of Scriptures to diſco- 
ver Chriſt that true light, what he is, and what he hath 
done for finners, 22 them to God, and believes not 
in him accordingly; is the condemnation of all ſucb. 
And theſe Quakers I have often obſerved, though in all 
their writing they quote this Text, Jobn 50 19. they ſel- 
ly render che 
Text thus, This is the condemnation of the world, the 
light: Inſomuch, that ſome that have adhered to them 
too much, have thought chat there had been juſt ſuch 2 
Text indeed, but there is not: It ſeems themſclves are 
ſenſible of che light which is ſaid to come into the world, 
was another thing then what they intend, becauſe they 
leave them out, as they are placed by the penman, and ſo 
t the words _— as may make ſome colour of an 
[mediate inward light, which, is io all, as if the light 
that is in all men in the world, is conftitated of God on- 
ly, to be the condemnation of the whole world in the 
Text, when it ſpeaks not of any light, ſave of Chriſts per- 
ſon and miniſtry, then really come and manifeſt in that 
part of the world, the Jewes lived in. A light for emi- 
nency ſuperadded to all that were before him, as the Sun 
excelling the leaſt Starres; and to love darkneſſe rather 
then this Sun of righteouſneſſe the light of the world, Is 
the condemnation z but yet to be limited to that part of 
the world, where the light of Chrift ſhines, through the 
— and uſe of the Prophets and Apoftles diſcoveries 
only. 
How ſhall. they eſcape that negle& ſo great ſalvation , 
which at firſt, began to be. ꝑreached unto them ? Heb. 2. 


Though it be true, that there i txibulat ion and wo, to 
and Gentile, and 


— one that doth evill, both to 
Ch „ yet as many as fin without 'Law,. (hall periſh 
without Law ; and as many as have finned under he writ- 


ten Law, ſhall be judged by the Law: and ſo thoſe chat 
re- 


propennded 10 the Quakers, 


refuſe the light of the Goſpel, that diſcovers the only re- 
medy, this 4s their condemnation : and a ſorer judgement 
much more heavier then of Sodom and Gomorrab, or of 
thoſe that finned, and were . under Moſes and the 
Prophets. And that theſe depravers and contemners of 
the myſteries of Chriſts Kingdome, diſpenſed by Goſpel 
Ordinances, in order to the enlightning, quickning, and 
ſaving of fingers, ſhall aſſuredly feel, it the free peculiac 
grace-of through the blood of Chriſt, prevent it 


not, in giving them repentance and remiſſion of fins; _ 


who have meerly out of their dark minds, through the 
malice of that old Serpent, ſomented ſuch blaſphemies, 
againſt the glorious Kingdome and perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as Satan hath not had the boldneſſe to ſuggeſt to the worſt 
of men in former times that have been Chriſtians, as very 
many of cheir own papers publiſhed abroad doe witneſs, 
and which ſome both of learning and fidelity have ta- 
ken the pains to give the world notice of And the 


whole of this in hand, will witneſſe them Impoſtors, and 


Apoſtates, that have departed from the Chriſtian Doctrine 
of falth, and obedience, both for matter and manners by 
denying the right Rule, and the true object, as the 
reveals Chriſt Jeſus the Redeemer of loſt man, and the 
way and ineans appointed by Chriſt to convey the bleſſin 
of ſpeciall grace, into the ſouls of men, unto eternal lite} 
they have denyed, and reproached, as .heatheniſh obſer- 
vations, mens Traditions, &c. And beſides their queſti- 
oning the perſon, natures, offices of Chrift, and io his 
Mediatorſhip in performing the work of our Redemption, 
by that one ſacrifice of himſelf upon the Croſſe, maki 
peace, without which perſon, natures, offices is no 
any thing yet done to the ſalvation of mankind ; our 
faith is in vain, our worſhip in vaio, and we muſt all die 
in our fins, and yet they tell us of a Chrift, and a 
true light of the world? and of the bleſſings of the new 
Covenant, namely, the Law of the new Covenant in the 
heart, the free grace of God, that bath appeared unto all 
men, Nc. and by all this they underſtand no more yy 
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the light in mans ſoul, which evety one in the World 
hath, more or leſſe, that is-in the dark, dead, polluted 
ſtate of corrupt nature: and this light they ay, is the 
true light, and of the pure nature of God, that being 
loved, and heeded, leads out of darkneſſe to the know- 
ledge ot God, to eternall life, though they have not the 
uſe of Scriptures; and this is the eternall Word, the 
everlaſting Goſpell, the Light which gave forth the Scri- 
ptures, and the Judge of the world, and the Kingdome 
of heaven within, and the Law of the new Covenant , 
Chriſt within, and 1 know not what, and that this 
Chtiſt, this light, this Goſpel, this Scripture within , 
this perſect law of the heart, may be the better heeded a- 
mongf people, they render the Scriprures a dead letter, 
the ordinances of worſhip but outward obſervations , 
which the kingdome of God is not in; and the Minifters 
they render more odious then a few words will expreſſe, 
though the office and function more honorable then any 
Other calling amongſt men z and then urge them to ceaſe 
from all their own works, of bearing, praying, reading, 
©, and from all that knowledge got from the letter, and 
Bhat! teachings of mans wiſdome, as they call ir, they 
bid them be dead to all theſe, and then they ſhall be in the 
way to be taught of God, and lead on to eternall life and 
rfeRion. , 
All you that are Chriftians, and know any thing of the 
things of Chriſts Kingdome, may run, and read that the 
very height of their attainments and perſections endea- 
voured after, is nothing elſe but downright Apoſtaſie, 
ing darkneſfe for light, and light for darknefſe, who 
out of a blind zeal from that very miſtake forſake the 
Lord, andthoſe helps and means himſelf hath appoints 
ed to lead men on in the wayes of light and life ; and 
chuſe their own delafions, until! Satan captivate them 
at his pleaſure, who hath fuggeſſed, and fill'd their hearts 
with all thoſe abhorred lies, as you have ſeen, which 
tall down flat before the fimplicicy of truth, as the Scri- 
ptures teach, as Degen before the Ark of God, as in ſome 


com- 


.... 


competent meaſure hath already been diſcovered. But to 
return to the text in hand, let us now ex+mine things fur- 
ther: The ſubſtance of what I have writ; hath been to 
ſhew how Chriſt is the light of the world, «nd by what 
wayes and means he communicates the true light of ſpiri- 
tuall life, to the ſaving of the ſouls of ſinners; and with- 
qut which ordinary wayes and means hinfelt hath defign- 
ed to that end; as his words and holy Ordinances diſpen- 
ſed accordingly,” not any can be ſaid to be lightned by 
Chriſt, as the Text intends : and they muſt confefſe, it can- 
not be underftood in a univerſal] ſenſe, that Chriſt light- 
neth every man that ever was, is, and ſhall be in the world 
from the beginning to the end: for there is a great part 
of mankind that come into the world, and go out of ic 
again, that never had ſo much as the uſe of reaſon, as In- 
ſants, and foolsz nay, ſome never were lighted-with the 
light of nature, as thoſe that are born blind, and there- 
fare reaſon doth force them to put in ſome limication : 
hy not that which I have contended for? feting it if ſo 
much agreeing with the light of other Scriprares: The 
ſtate of man in corrupt nature, your ſelves conſeſſe, is 
darkneſſe, which is the ſtate of all the hearhen, and unbe- 
levers every where. And then again you ſay this light 
is from Chrift, and is not common to man by nature, it 
is the great gift of God, his Grace that bath appeared un- 
to all men, and teacheth all that are guided by it, as'in 
your Anſw. Tit. 2 12. Now ſay I, if it be ſuch a light ot 
Chriſt, chat is not common to men by nature, but à gift 
of Gods Grace that ( inthe Apoſtolicall Churches) bach 


= to all men by the preaching of the Goſpel, the word 
Gods 


4 Grace, as they quote, then it ſollowes that them · 
ſel ves reſtraln the Text to the {ame limit and ſenſe that . 
have cleared: for by this in Titw, they bave explained 
what their ſenſe is of the other ; and this of Tu is fpo- 


en of the DoQrine of the Goſpel, which by the grace of 


God was mariifeſtied in thoſe times and places writ unto 
by the preaching of the Goſpel, the rules and directions 


contained therein, ſo 5 all men, every where, as 
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in particular by bis Epiftle he had inftrufted them: as the 
particulars inftanced in, is obvious, to any indifferent 
eye that reads the Epiſtle. And therefore againſt their 
wills, you ſee ſometimes they will ſpeak truth, though 
they intend not the truth, but a ſhew of countenanci 
theic error, becauſe here they find the word All, whi 
proves not a univerſality in that place, as themſelves 
dream, even while they ſay this light is the gift of God, 
his grace to all univerſally, and yet ſay is not common to 
men by nature, for man by nature is darkneſſe, and hath 
no light in him, c. then it ſollowes that by the giſt of 
Gods grace, which all men in che ſlate of nature are en- 
lightned withall, is common to all by gift, that are but 
in the ſtate of nature; and wherein doth this differ from 
that which you ſay, that ic is not common to men, by na- 
ture? what is the nature of man in generation, but the 
gift of God, diſtinguiſbed from the nature of all other 
ſenſitive living creatures? Is not the rationall ſoul of man 
common to men by nature? and yet is Gods created gift 
in common to all that by nature are born alive in the 
world; and what ever all have by pitt, is of grace in a 
true ſenſe, But what is this to the ight of Chrift, to en 
lighten and ſavethe world, when this giſt, as to the end 
of ſaving, is peculiarly limited and intended to them only 
that upon the diſcovery and tender of his perſon and me- 
tit, believe in him toeternall life, Job. 3. And this diſ- 
covery of his perſon and merit, knowes no man, but by 
the only miniſtry of the word of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, 
a3 hach been proved. We uſually underſtand what gift is 
common to all in the flate.of nature, that is a common 
gift in all by nature, not excluding the God of mans na- 
ture, from whomall good givings come to the Sans of 
men. 

But it remains ſtill co prove that Chriſt is given for light 
and ſal vat ion in common to all univerſally, ſo that eve» 
ry one in the world may be ſayed by bim that will, and 
that this light of Chriſt is nothing elſe but the writing 
of the Law of God in the heart, which the * in 
ome 
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ſome mealure all have, and doth ſhewz, amongſt whom 
Chriſt is not ſo much as namtd, much leſſe known to e 
ternall life: This is life eternall to know the true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom he bath ſent. 

Doubtleſſe, the Spiric of God in Scripture puts a diffe- 
rence between perſon, and perſon by nature. we that are 
Jewes by nature, aud not ſinners of the Gentiles, Cr. 
Gods Covenant and promiſes to the Jewes Nation, and 
their ingaging to ſervice, and worſhip, according to Gods 
lawes in writing, gives them peculiar advantage by na- 
ture, from the reſt of the Gentile world they were ſepa» 
rate from, by an externall forme of Religion, and pro- 
ſeſſion of the true God, which I conceive holds ſtiſl of 
the viſible profeſſing Church of Chriſt, that externally 
at leaſt worſhip God in truth, as the writings of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles teach. And beſides in the viſible 
Cburch that have the ſame means, and Covenant of pro- 
miſe, and God nigh unto them, the diſtinguiſbing grace 
of God makes a difference. Many are outwardly thus 
called, and yet but ſew elect and choſen to falvation. 7a- 
cob and Eſax in the Church by nature, and yet the diflin- 
gui will and pleaſure of God*made them to differ , 

is free love to the one, and not to the other, before they 
had done either good or evill. Not in him chat willeth, 
and runneth, but in God that ſhewes mercy : mans dili- 
gence is his duty, but Gods bleſſing to mant diligence is 
Gods free mercy ; but now their opinion of a ſufficiency of 
univerſall grace to all in Chrift, that leads out of darkneſſe 
to eternal Jife, as the Quakers do, as hath been ſhewed by 
their own Papers under their hands, deftroyes Gods di- 
Ringuiſhing will of his purpoſe and * ma- 
niſeſting his mercy and love to whom he will, becauſe he 


will, and not to others : not only in reſpe& of the end, 
but of the means ſubſervient to the end : hence comes free 
will to be ſaved or damned: which theſe men cannot e- 
vade; for if every man ih the world hath a pp 

. of Chrift, to lead out of darkneſſe to eternall life, it 


t 
they 
will 


— — 


. ſome Queſtions 


will but heed it, &c. chen it followes that all men may de 


ſived chat will ; unleſſe you ſay, that that condition of 
loving and b this ſufficient light in man, is not in 
the power of man, but is the ſpeciall grace of God, given 
to whom he will, upon choyce ; but you cannot ſay ſo 
bur you, will deſtroy your main principle, which is ani- 


'verſall, and muſt be urged every way ſufficient to eternal 


life and happineſſe, or elſe to what purpoſe is the preſ- 
ling f this ght to all, if all have not a power wh 
prove it up to that very end of happinefſe. That there iy 
ſuch a light and power in all men, that ſhall leave them 
without excuſe, and bring improved to the utmoſt, ſhall 
not only mitigate the Torments of hell, but be a eum 
of enjoying many bleffings in this world, and the way and 
means of renewing, quickning grace where God give this 
word and ordinances to any, is eaſily yrelded by men of 
ſober judgement; but to ſay az you, that all men in the 
world have a ſufficient light in Chriſt, to lead them ou 
of that corrupt dark ſtate of nature, to erernall life; and 
have power in themſelves thus to improve it, if they wif. 
This text, Fob, 1. 9. falls ſhort of che proof, or any other 
Scripture whatever; and therefore to be rejected az a fan- 
cy of mani vain mind mcerly. And do bur ſerioufly con- 
Baer what wicked errors this one principle of yours 
runs you upon, point blank to plain and evident Scrip- 
tures, 
, Firſt, you have in favour of this, fancyed ſuch a light 
in every. one, that you ſometimes call the light Chrift 
e Law of the new Covenant, the counſell of God in 
the ſecret of, the ſoul, chat Spirit of Chriſt which con- 
vinceth the world of firi, and Chriſt the light of the Gen- 
tiles; all which as you apply them to every man in the 
world, have been confuted, and are moſt pernicious errors, 
wbick the Sctlptutes appole. A fon 
. Secondly, hence yba'perſwade aft- men to ceaſe from 
all outward mean? of light, and onely Wo the 
light within,” and to wave all outward Wan n ho 
obſervances 


— — 


prepaundea to the Quakers, 


obſervances according to Scriptures, and only the 

commands of the light, and commands of Chrift wihin, 
th inconfiftent with the Scriptures never ſo much. 
For that which I call the word and ordinances, namely, 
the holy writings of the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
ordinances of holy Worſhip, which have their inſtitution 


and foundation from the Spirit of God, ſpeaking and 
moving what they writz Tbeſe things you ſay is buy 
the letter, and traditions of men, av in the latter end of 
your anſwer to this fourth Queſtion ; beſides your fre- 

vent reproaching theſe things in moſt of your papers 
char abroad; | have made ſome — 


, and 


what means all thie, but that you; 
to all is ſafficient alone to life eternall 

Thirdly, hence it is that you have fancyed a more ſpl - 
rĩtuall Chriſt, then Cheift that was made fleſh by incarna- 
tion, who wavtruely God, and truely man lu one perſon, 
and offered himſelf a ſacriſice to God, to reconcife ſin- 
nears to God, and preached peace to them that were neer 
and afarre off, &c. Becauſe this Chriſt, chi» perſon, 
ſacriſice, and the ends thereof, are not known nor 
of to all in the world ; ſo that rather chen you will 


other then the rationall ſoul of man corrupted; 

indeed js called the candle of the Lord, but no where called 
2 _ Chriſt, in hom we have redemption through his 
v Oc, 

; Foucthly, hence you have ſancyed an aniverſall free 


Grace of God to all men in the world equally allke, and 


Covenant, Heb. 8 and theſe univerſalls cannot be with- 
out the other of univerſall redemprion; n they ſay 
little of it, betauſ⸗ that Chriſt have in | fancy, 
was not capable of ſhedding — r any ſuch end. _ 

J 
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a A Vindication of ſame Queſtions 


hy nota univeciall ſalvation as well ? inaſmuch the one 

the other, but that men will not beuved, notwith- 
ſandivg they are redeemed,” and renewed:with ſaving grace 
by vercue of Redemption, and the new Covenant. But 
do you think that this is all which che Scriptures teach, 
as. touching Redemption by Chrift, the free love and: 
gracook God, beſtowed on men, av they are bleffings of 
the new and: everlaſting Covenant, which ſtands in re- 
miſſion of ſins, and in the giving of his Spirit to renew, 
and · ſanddiſe and ſoften the carnall, old, hard, and rebelli - 
ous heart of man ? 1 ſay, doth all the mercy and grace of 


75 the will of man, reſiſting, or not impro- 
ving what God interids to their eternall happinefſe? If 
all men have new hearts, andthe Spirit, and pardon of fin, 

vertue 'of the new Covenant, what can hinder the ſal- 
vation of all? Or what is it that makes this great diffe- 
rente: between one man and another, if the Grace of God 
according to the neu Covenant, makes aH equall at firſt Þ 
What is it, or who hath made thee to differ from another 
men? I pray you anſwer, in whom doth the election ob- 
tain it, for that ſome believe, and others not? You talk 
of the children of light, unto whom faith is only given 
but why ſhould:/yotr make any reſtriction among men, if 
all have Ohriſt in them, and have the Law- of the new 
Covenant writ in their hearrs, as a bleſſing thereof? What 
mould binder che falration of all, that have this ſuperna- 
turall Grace? will the Lord condemn any that have the 
light and life of reall grace, and forgiveneſſe of fins by 
vertue of the new Covenant, which you apply to all in 
the world? 11 all chat come into the world have à ſuffi- 
clency | of. Grace, to- lead out of darkneſſe to eter- 
nall life, then what need hath any of converting regene- 
rating Grace? Or what need any pray for the Grace of 
God, to convert and turn them to God, if they have it in 
themſelves as they comd᷑ into the world ? Do you think, 
or can you. believe that thoſe promiſes of giving Gods 


God through Chrift amount to no more then ſo, as to 
at 


propounded tithe er, 


Spirit, anew heart, and of putting his fear, and writin 
bis lawes, and circumciting the hearts of the Fathers a 
children, to love the Lord wich all their hearts, and ſend - 
ing his Son to bleſſe his people, in turning them from their 
iniquitiet, and to give them repentance and remillion of 
fins, is performed to all in the world? 

I pray you conſider, and do not wilſully ſorſake your 
own mercies, in the reſiſting of that truth which by chis 
time you cannot but confeſſe in the ſecret of your male \ 
and ftand convinced in your (elves, that your foundation 
is meerly the mud and ſand of 4 deluded fancie: See 
what abſurdities you plunge your ſelves into, beſides the * 
denying of the Scriptures tor a perfe& Rule of faith and 
obedience, and all other means of working Grace that 
God hath appointed to that end. And in your denying 
the Authority of: Scriptures for a Rule, you have weak- 
ned the ſeeming ſtrength of this Text, tor if it be not a 
Rule of ſaich at all, then not in this particular thing; 
and then what remains to colour over your main princi · 
ple, ſave only our private fancies, under the pretence of 
the Spirit that gave forth the Seriptures, a8 ii the ſame 
Spirit would croſſe and contradict it felt ſo notoriouſly as 

on have ſeen: and thus by laying another foundation, 

fides what the Apoſtles preached d practiſed in the 
Chriſtian Churches of Chrift, hath runned you out of all 
trath, which che Scriptures teach, and which che Saints 
in all fince have profeſſed and witneſſed wich their 
deareſt blood. 

conſeſſe the Church of God bath been troubled with 
men of perverſe minds, that have forſaken the truth, and 
fomented many of the ſame erruneous opinions that you 
center in, n univerſall Redemption, univerſall grace, 
freewill, juſtification by works, talling finally from grace, 


yet the Authors of theſe errors uſe to be more ſober and 


rationall in their inferences and , way concluded hence, 

then you of this Generation, they till urged the uſe of 

all out ward helps and advantages, as to Chriſtian 8 
N 2 


— 


A Vindication of ſome Nueſtions 


both ro God and man, according tothe rule of the word ; 
they profeſſed che word tor the rule, though upon mi- 
ſtake they were forced to pervert it; the opinions being 
ſo point-blank againſt rhe evident light of Scriptures, az 
hath been made'to appear by able pens, in all times and 
places againſt them. But the improvement of che (ame 
things as touching ye ur ſelves, is moſt deſperate and Dia 
bolicall; talk of a ſufficient light and grace in all, to be 
faved, and then difcourage from: the uſe of Scriptures, 
miniſtry; ordinances' of Religious Worſhip, . bid peo» 
ple mind the light, 'while they do what they can to put i 
out, even that which they have received by the bleſſing of 
the Lord, in the uſe of Chriſtian education according to 
Scriptures, as if all that any man receives from the Lord, 
in the uſe of thoſe means himſeli hath. undoubtedly, 

pointed and commanded, were incunſiſtent to the, lighs 
within, when all impreſſions of the light of Conſcience, 
as it is Divine, is attained by the bleſſing ofthe Lord, in 
the uſe of the Scriptures, and Scripture mim iſtry, as hath 
been eto. Then to mike this light in all, Cbriſf the 


which ſed to be ſam, to comvinee the workd. &c. 
Who 2 ad pr hav 


offices of Chrift, and have upon the matter made that lit- 
lights which is in all that knew not God, nor ever heard 
filling of thoſe promiſes and propheſies. What uſe is" 


have had the per ſormance of from the beginning of the 
world? bet theholy Apoſiles underfioud thoſe proves 


to tt. 


rm to the Quokers, 


tufilled only to thoſe Gentiles that were enlightned by 
Chriſts word, to believe in his name, and to ſubmir to 
his Lawes revealed ; ſuch Gentiles only were built upon 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, Chriſt the chief corner-ſtone, 
all others were without Chriſt, Aliens from the Com- 
monwealth of Gods Tfrael, ſtrangers from the Covenant 
of promiſe, and without -bope, and without God in the 
world. Theſe things are lo plain, and bave been ſo 
cleered againſt you, that you will be left without all x- 
cuſe, if you relift ſuch evident light; and be aſhamed e- 
ver to talk of Scripture more, if your Conſciences be paſt 
feeling, that you can oppoſe the light and Authority of 
Scripture wichout fear. The truth is, you are fo intoxi - 
cated wich this notion of Chriſt lighcoing all immediate- 
ly, aud ſe bewitched in your minds, touching the man- 
ner of wock ing it, that you preſerre che light common to 
all in the world, and the diſcoveries: thereof to eternall 
happineſſe, before all the lighe of Christ, which by his 
Spirit he hath diſcovered unto any, by the writings ofthe 
Prophets and Apoſtles. without any doubt, all this 
is, becauſe you have no lig in you. 

I have gone beyond my intended bounds, though I have 
not done my intended work, which was, to go through 
all your Anſwers to my ten — — but fer want of 
my Papers, which you detein me again your pro- 
miſe, and that civility I preſumed upon, in you when 
| ſent them, without keeping a Copy by me, as I told 

And indeed, fearing that I ſhall be too tedious to 
the Reader, and to my own occafhions, I have thought 
good to publiſh theſe, as judging them neceſſary, not 
only to forewarn you to flie from the wrath which is 
to come, but alſo to admoniſh my friends more timely, 
and to informe thoſe of weaker judgements, to prevent 
their running into theſe damnable hereſies; while your 
ſelves ſome of you, are compaſſing the earth, to make 
Proſelytes, and to feduce them into theſe ſnares. of Hell 
below. 
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4 F indicationaf ſeme Dneſtions, &c. 


And becauſe I know deluſion is very ſtrong, when it is 
inflited in judgement, for former coldneſſe, out of which 
Ifear your obftinacy in that Gulph of Apoſtaſie that you 
are involved in, will rather prompt you to defend and 
excuſe, or deny what I have charged you with (and endea- 
voured to convit you of) Therefore though out of the 
ſame Spirit you wric to me before, you be moved to the 
ſame envy, malice; lying, cenſuret, railings, judgings, in 
your return, as I ſee you. want not for impudence to face 
dut any thing, to aſperſe and meke odious thoſe that are 
farre better then my ſelf: yet I know that my record is on 
high, that out of the integrity of my heart, and meaſure 
ot light received I have writ what I have publiſhed ; and 
am reſolved to be more vile, fith it is for God, and the ſal- 
vation of poor ſouls entangled under this dark tempta- 
tion, preſented under the ſpecious pretences of the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, What civility or Chriſtianity can I or a- 
ny expect from thoſe that baye denyed the holy Scriptures 
as to that end they were intended, and reproached the or- 
dinances and Inſtitutions of whe Lord Jeſus, that Scrip- 
tures teach, under the norio heatheniſh worſhip, and 
traditions of men, outward obſervations, 'inconfiſkne 
with the kingdome of God? which reproaches reflect up- 
on the Author and Inſpirer of Scripture appointmenes , 
which is the ſpirit of God ; and to be reproached by thoſe 
that are the reproachers of God and his worſhip, while 
I am defending him to my power, will be my Crown and 
honour, when confufion and ſhame fhall ſtop the mouthes 
of his malicious enemies, 


| 
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ERRATA. 


Theſe few amongſt other Errataes arc te he amended ly the Reader. 


PAg.5. l. 5. for our, r. your. p y.1.31. for lord, r. word, p. 10. J. 35. for yer, 
r. that, p 15.1.14. for god, r. Good. p. 20. 1.12. put the flop afier within. p. 
37.33. ſor are, t. am. Ib. 1.38. for when, t. where, p. 33. in the margin for 


fam. r. Jer. p. . for AR. 9. r. 4. 


Books written by the Author, and are t6 be ſold by 
Thomas Williams at the Bible in Little-Britain, 
London, and William Tompſon at Harbo- 
rough in Leiceſter-ſhire. 


HE Bar to free Admiſſion to the Lords Sup- 

r, removed: Or, a Vindication of Mr. 

Humphreys Fiee Admiſſion to the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper. 8. 


To receive the Lords Supper, the Actual Right 
and Duty of all Church- Members of years not Ex- 
communicate, Made good againſt Mr. Collins, his 
Exceptions againſt The Bar Removed, large 8. 


A Poſifcript. 


Reaking off abruptly for fear of ſwelling roo big, I was 
forced to omit ſome ſpecial thingsthat I ſhould have been 


glad to have ſpoken unto, amongſt others, that the next 
Queſtions would have led me unto, I have thought good to give 
a further hint as touching that which I conceive is a main prin- 
ciple of theſe mens deceiving themſelves and others. They ſeem 
firſt to debaſe man as man, and ſay he is alrogether a dark, dead, 
polluted ching, the childe of wrath : and his beſt actings as man, 
are but as a menſtruous cloth, But then they advance the ſame 
man in general, by afarming that every man is lighted by the Spirit 
of Chriſt that convinceth of ſin. And this they would have to 
be free Grace, and that promiſed Spirit whichi ſhould convince 
the world of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgement, and 
whoſoever mindesand believes is mall by this grace and ſpirit, 
come out of darkneſle to eternal life, 

But to diſcover fo great a miſtake, we muſt know, Thar it is 
true, that all men in the world have ſome light by nature, more 
or leſs, that convinceth of fin; for it is ſaid, rhatrhe Gentiles do by 
nature the things contained in the Law, and are 4 Law unto them 
ſelves, their thoughts accuſing or excuſing one another, Row, 2. 14. 
Mark, the Apoſtle doth not ſay, that the Gentiles, by the Spirit 
of Chriſt, and free grace inhightning them, do the things coa- 
tained in the Law, but they do thoſe thi tho Law by nature, 
and they are a law to themſelves. Fbe Spitit of God is not a 
Law to themſelves; becauſe that is diſtiact from mag, and 
gives Lawes to man, as he did the written Law to his op but 
this is another diſtinct thing, they are a La to themſelvas. Man 
ſince the fall hath not loſt his teaſon; bat tia Dtvige rectitude 


and 


A Poſtſcript. 


and perfection thereof, that made him conformable to the will 
of God untolite : there is a ſpark. ot reaſon and immortality in 
the ſoul of wan ſtill, which rationall ſoul, though ĩt be depraved 
of what it was, and now is ſubject to error and vanity, that not 
any can be ſaved by following that light only: yet it is ſuch a 
light, as it is called tbe Candle of the Lord, Prov. 20. 27. and di- 
rects men to do the things contained in the Law. And this is 
witneſſed by moſt people and nations upon the earth. That rea- 
ſon which they have by nature directs them to make lawes to pre- 
ſerve: humane ſocicties, and the Common - weal of the whole, and 
hence. puniſh Theft, Murther, Whore dome, Drunkenneſſe, Per- 
jmy, &c. and incourage to morall Veitues: which things are 
contained in the Law ot God, and yet they know. nothing of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, nor of any other things which accompany ſalva- 
tion. 

Beſi des as men are under greater advartages of light in reſpect 
of the outward means, as the Scripture, Miniſtety, Education, 
Examples: ſo alſo in reſpect of the more common workings of 
the Spirit inlightning and convincing-ſome, man by nature knowes 
more, and doth more the things contained in the Law and Go- 
ſpell too. The very principle of Reaſonand Conſcience urgeth 
every one to do the Good, and to ſnun the Evill : What man of 
ingenuity can withſtand che ſtrengthof reaſon; but yeelds his aſ- 
ſent ; though not able 10 bring up himſelt to the practiſe of what 
himſelf allowes, with ſirceriy, till renewed by the Spirit of Grace? 
The ſpirit at man knowes the things in man, and hath that in- 

ſpection and reflection in man from the underſtanding: faculty, 
that it knowethits ormimotions, intentions and actions, whether 
good or evil, according to its light and accordingly Conſc ence 
Gods Deputy, greater then a thouſand witneſſes, either con- 
demus or -exculeth,. And I judge that all men have this in 
ſome  meaſure;; untill through cuttome in ſim, and with- 
Randiog this light, and Gods juſt: Judgement concurring: 

they 
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they be given up to a ſeared conſcience, paſt feeling, as is ſaid 


ot ſome. ; 
But now for theſe people to run up and down to teach men 
that this which is but the light of Reaſon improved by the help 
of ordinary means and workings, is the Spirit of Chriſt; and 
the free Grace of God, that brings ſalvation, is ſuch a pemi- 
cious Diabolical dream, that never came into the head of any till 
now, I think. 4 | 
That mans ſoul is a created ſubſtance: given of God, from 
whom are all things, is true, but that this ſp.rir of man which is 
called the candle of the Lord, is Gods Spirit that was p omi- 
ſed to convince the world of unbelief, and of the neceſſity of 
tighteouſneſſe by Chtiſt, victory over ſin, Satan, ard bell ( as 
that af John intends] ard leads out of darkneſſe into eternal life, 
is a moſt blaſphemous crror. What though they will · not {ay that 
the ſoul of man is the Spirit of Chriſt promiſed to convince of ſin; 
under that notion and expreſſion ? yet upon the matter they ſay 
the ſame, when out of deſperate miſtake, they make that to be 
the immediate light and power of the Spirit of Chriſt, which in 
deed and truth is but the. rational ſoul of man inall, by nature, 
or acquired in the uſe of ordinary Means and workings. | 
And thus you ſee while they are debaſing man below what he 
is by nature, they are advancing him above what he is at the 
ſame time by nature; they endow him . with the Spitit of God 
and the gifts of free Grace to lead all men out ot ' darkneſle 40 
eternall life : hence they Deifie that which is the gitt of nature, 
and make all men their own Saviours z hence they make the dif- 
ferencing act between good and bad, the ſaved. and damned, to 
be mans ſelf, under dark impotent nature corrupted; herce 
they ſlight the Death of Chriſt, and ſay, as one to me, that ſin- 
ners have no benefit by that Bloud of Chriſt that was ſhed: 
at Feruſalem, for that was the bloud of man + and it is the 
Bloud of God that man hath benefit by: not that God is capable 
hy | 


of 


bf Modding bloddy. bur this is 2 Egurative ſpeoctr ſetting forth 
the Spirit of God that convinceth the world of ſin. It being 
asked, To what end did Jeſus Chriſt come into the world and 


do to ſufferr his Anſwer was, To put an end to the Cere - 


tremonies: and that was all that he would yeeld, although he 
isn man of conſiderable abilities; ſo ſtrong is the deluſion. 
Hence they compte hend all men under the grace of. the New 
Teſtament, and make no d fference between the viſible profeſ- 
fingChutch;.and the Pagan wotld ; all may be ſaved alike if 
they: will. Hence they caſt off all outward meant; Ordinan« 
ces, formes of Religious Worſh p: and bid hearken to the ſpirit 
within, cc. as if all things God in his Word hath appointed 
were alwaics ſuperfluous and in vain. They throw away Gods 
ction, ſpecial redemption, the Saints — e. They will 
ve men to have the Spirit of Chriſt and the free Grace ot 
the Covenant, and yet be none of his: Juſt contrary to plain 
Scriptures, Ram 8. But I muſt not enlarge, let them tell us 
bow they will eſcape theſe Rocks, Let them tell us what dif- 
ference they make betweenthe comwictiom of the Spirit in the 
untegenerate Pagan (or Chriſtian) and thoſe that arc regene- 
rate; and how the Spirit is in the Infidel, and how in the true 
belicver; and where any that are accounted for light in the Lord, 
gre under darbneſſe too: and where are anylin an Infidel ſtate, 
called light -in the Lord. Prove all things, and the Lord di- 
tect to that right underſtanding of truth beſt pleaſing to himſelf 
and our good. Ferewel. 
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